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SECOND REPORT. 




The COiMMITTEE of SECRECY, to whom 
the feveral Papers, which were prefented (fealed 
up) to the Houfe, by Mr. Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, upon the til and zd Days of April 
laft, by His Majesty’s Command, were re- 
ferred ; and who were diredted to examine the 
Matters thereof, and report the fame, as they 
lhall appear to them, to the Houfe 



JJAVE proceeded further in their Examination of the 

Contia"’’';” “ *= Inveftigation and 

Confideratton of other and more recent Means of Information 
which have been furniAed fince the Period of their Firft 
Report. Part of thefe anhng from the oral Tellimony ofPerfons 
well acquainted with the State of Ireland, and particularly with 
the Execution of the Powers conHded in the Lord Lieutenant 

pLt Rebellion in that 

Part of the United Kingdom, and who but lately arrived in 

to ’th Tl“ '^.“\™P°ffible for Your Committee 

to avail themfelves of it, if they had not delayed longer than 
would otherwife have been neceffary, the Reprat which they 
now fubmit to the Confideration of the Houfe. ^ 

various Channels, has reached 
raAff developed the Views and Conduft of the 

Contfnfn't r a as well as on the 

ontment, fince the Period when the Report was made from the 

Committee of Secrecy in 1 799. Moll of the Sources of Intelli- 

^ ^ gence, 
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SECOND resort: from the 

gence, both on that Oocafion and the prefent, are obviouDy of a 
Nattrre wHch, from every Confideratton of good Faith, Hu- 
manity, and Policy, it would be highly improper to par- 
ticularize to the Houfe : Your Committee have not however 
negledted to examine into the Degree of Credit to which 
each of them was fairly entitled : They have enquired into the 
general Conflftency of the Accounts themfelves; the Con- 
firmation received from collateral Sources, from the precife 
Coincidence of material Faas with the information and Notice 
which had been previoufly given; from exifting and un- 
queftionable Documents, correfponding with antecedent verbal 
Aceaurtts; and from the Confeffions of the Aftors themfelves; 
ind have feen how far all thefe have been combined through 
a Period of feveral Years in the Communication of any Indi- 
vidual. This Examination has imprefled them with full 
Confidence in the Accuracy of the Information received ; and 
what is now fubmitted to the Houfe, is the Refult of the una- 
nimous Opinion of Your Committee as to the Truth of the 
Fads themfelves, as well as the Gonfequences which have been 
deduced from them. 

It was not to be e-xpeded that Perfons who had deeply 
imbibed the Principles of the French Revolution ; who were 
inflamed with the moft fanguinary Animofity againll all .the 
exifting Eftablilhments of Church and State; that filch of 
them, particularly of the lower Orders of Society, whofe 
Hopes were inftigated by the Profpeft of the Plunder of the 
Rich, and the Partition of the Landed Property of the 
Country, and who had been taught to abjure all the Reftraints 
which Divine or Human Laws have impofed on the Paflions 
of Men ; Ihould be induced, by any Change of Clrcumftances, 
or legal Coercion, fuddenly to abandon thofe Principles, and to 
return to the Duties of loyal and peaceable SubjeSs; — It 
accordingly appears manifeft, that, though the Exertions of 
the Difaffeded in this Country were fiipprelfed by the Vigilance 
of Government, ading under the Powers entrufted to them by 
Parliament, and by the Fear of Detedion and immediate 
Apprehenfion ; yet theii Difpofition remained unaltered ; — that 
from the Month of May 1799, notwithftanding the Detention 
of feveral of the moft adive Members of the late Correfpond- 
ing Society, others have continued occafionally to meet, with- 
out any Form of regular Aflbeiation, and ftudioufly ayoid- 
int: any conftant Place of affembling, or written Memorial of 
° ^ their 
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T 'he CoU 

Charges of treafeoable and 

they feem conftantly to have nr r /"‘h whom 

neaion.-Oa the Uh of N Con- 

to derive freflr En^ ^ ..^en they begad 

on the Continent and^ F ® oofavourable Events 

Britiflr Troops? I’ Part, of theT^ 'he 

AnnheArjof JlarA'l AcouirM 1“^ u° “‘^hrate the 
appear firft to haIrventuredTa ^ which Occafion they 

Opinions, and to have indulired in °P^“ Avowal of their 

feditious Toads and Sonvs ^As vet treafonable and 

went no farther • and iXed ^ 'he Mifchief 

Ae legal Reftraints which it^retd treir^O°““ ’ 
brought Horne fnch an Addition^ of uS&'Zd 
would increafe the exiftinn- •. ““employed Hands as 

Difcontents.-They f ft lemHve? '"d P'^^^'hng 

of the Powers emrufted to P n ’ " 'h" Effel 

fufpending the Habeas Corpus Aa Thed?' by the Aft for 

aw.d ». 

ment to their Views, and diminilhed ®hed An 

The Succeffes of the Enemy in the laft Ca PP'phenfions 

apporntments of our Allies ?ill mnrp the Dif. 

which this Country wfs mme lr^fu arfv'"^ 

Danger which threatened the Life or Heahh" of “t? ’ 

reign, were, as they occurred, a conftant Snnr ^ 

tion, and of renewed Hone and Fvn a f- Satisfac- 

the Chief Conful of Franfe the ^'^“h of 

oppoled to thofe of their Country the Prn°^ 

with the Northern Powers as I Means f Rupture 

Merchants, and creating b ftrefs fnd D? “uf 

Manufaaurers, were among the firft W ff r‘ the 

Complexion of their co^HHal Meet- ^ 'he 

hgnity of their private Reflexions—The DeavTofp T^"' 

.1. l.d«c»„u.,.d ,h. Hop, sf»n,„LglA7,ti; v'r“ 

" r 

of. 
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SECOND REPORT PROM THE 
rf thU. as well as othee ^al^tl., 

of in« ^ ^ 

aedvingfro^tue. f _,he 

Sr"3 tjeople 

S"le?.EeS' a“MEe Con^— 
“:^H:;rl;aT?rorp,ens,..^ 

the Scarcity would prefs hard theit- 

Difcontent and lofubordmation , a unwar- 

Caufe, they did not ff''P>'= 

ranted Hopes of Succefs l of the Difpofition to 

Seduaion. They d' »PP-^“7^’ “ptfe^ on Account of the 
Riot which appeared m f,^ding to par- 

Scarcity in the ^ 0 "^ Sg> fofBcientiy conneded 

tial and premature Inlurietti , j^oonary Views; but 
^Uh their own “““h later more ^favourable to 

they thought a Po"0^ be better advanced by a different 
their Defigns, which inight be better a 
Line of Condua. Under ‘bis Wein^ 

a Meeting of a of November, by a public 

X nington Common 9 Government at the lime 

Advertifement, which wa ftated^^^^ 

to be iflmed un e Depofition upon Oath, and by 

been confirmed by po v., been obtained in confequence 

concurrent Teftimony which H 

of feme of the late App referred to attended, 

appears that feveral f prevented their being 

and that the btate or u c Meednes were concerted 

prefent in greater with a 

in different Parts of th P -{i j ^ and harafs the 

View to failed. 

Operations of the U^^^ation previoufiy afforded to the 
in confequence of the Prefence of Magiftrates; and 

Officers of Government, Apprehenfion of Detedion, 

the others Perfons con- 

ftom the Reward offered for the Convte im 

eerned in convening the firft. Sinulat w 
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Aeitatlon in the following Month, when a feditlous and treafon- 
able Hand-Bill, in the Form of a Proclamation, was prepared 
and circulated by a Perfon lately a leading Member of the 
difaffeaed Societies, and who Your Committee have Reafon to 
believe was principally concerned in convening the Meeting on _ 
Kennington Common ; a Copy of which, is annexed to this ^ 

Report. 

While fiich were the Views and Tranfadions of tEe M- 
affeaed in England, many of the United Irifh, who had either 
been driven from or voluntarily quitted their own Country and 

reforted to London, feem to have, refumed their former Defigns, 
and to have prepared fimilar Means of carrying 
Effea They certainly boafted of having fet on Foot the 
Fabrication of thofe Weapons here, which they had ufed m the 
difaftrous Rebellion of their own Country ; and feverid Pikes, 
though probably not to the Number which they were defirous 
their^ Friends fliould believe, appear certainly to have been 

made in different Parts of the Metropohs and its Vianity, and 

fliewn on different Occafions among Parties of the Difaffeaed , 
fome of thofe adually engaged in that Rebellion 
to teach the Ufe of them; and Contraas were aaually in 
Agitation with Manufaaurers, defcribed to Your Committee, 
f„? furnifhing the Members of the Bntilh Union with 
Daggers at a reafonable Price. No fpecific Place was p- 
oointed for the Meetings which were held between thefe 
different Defcriptions of Perfons, but fufficient Intimation 
was conftantly given to thofe concerned, where they might 
Tn moft Occafons meet the Affociates of their criminal 

Defigns. 

It was not, however, till the Commencement of the prefent 
Year, that a fettled or combined Plan of Operation feems to ^ve 
been carried on by any of the Perfons above referred to. The 
/a for preventing Seditious Meetings appears to l«ve expired 
before they were generally aware of the Circumftance ; but 
.the Knowledge of it, as foon as circulated amongft them, mfpired 
frefli Hopes, and prepared them for lefs concealed 
tLugh f« a Time they were checked by the ApprehenfioU 
which they expreffed from the Continuance_of the 
ing the Habeas Corpus Aa ; the Terror off this 
callinK General Meetings as had been at firft 
wasoit till both fliould be removed, that they intended (o exd- 
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.cute the Plan which they had concerted for renewing, in a more 
dangerous Shape, their fecret Combinations. 

Appendix Thofe Points gained, a new Affociation began to be formed ; 

the Members of which were bound to each other by an Oath, 
and diftinguiflied by a Sign known only to the Initiated. 

In the Formation of this New Society, Ten Men were to have 
the Management of the whole Bulinefs, under the Title of 
Executives, who alone held Meeting for thefe Purpofes ; thefe 
communicated, by Means of a Supermtendent, with Ten others in 
each Diftrid, called ConduSlors, each of whom was to have Ten 
Men under him, known only to himfelf ; their Duty was to 
fwear in frefh Members,' to tranfmit a Lift of their Names and 
Places of Abode to the Executives, and fuch Money as was col- 
leded for the Ufe of the Society to the Treafurer. The Ad- 
vantages propofed from this Arrangement were, — Secrecy, from 
.the fmall Number of the Executives, and Celerity in calling large 
Meetings together, through the Intervention of the fubordinate 
Gradation of Members, and thus precluding any Difeovery 
from their Affbeiates, by calling them all fuddenly into Adtion, 
.and having them immediately under the Eye of the principal 
Leaders. A printed Addrefs, tending to excite the People 
.to Infurredion, was circulated by fome of thefe Condudors, 
whofe Duty was preferibed in the fame Paper, together with the 
Appendix Oath above mentioned, which is inferted in the Appendix, as 

(^ ) alfo another Form of the Orders given to the Condudors. 

(E.) 

The Difeoveries which had been made of fimilar Deligns, 
by the Seizure of Papers at fixed Places of meeting, induced 
them to adopt Meafures to defeat in future fuch Means of 
Detedion ; Clubs were formed under the Difguife of Benefit 
Societies, and in their own it was determined to commit as 
little as poflible to Writing, to adjourn their Meetings to 
.different Places, and, according to the Plan above mentioned, to 
entruft the Management of their Defigns to a very feled Body, 
requiring the Affiftance of few confidential Officers, whofe Du- 
ties might be thus ftiortly explained to them, without confiding 
to the Mafs of their Affociates the adual Plans and Pradices, or 
even the Names of the principal Diredors. This was the more 
cafy, as they no longer affeded the Difguife of aiming only at 
the Reform of alleged Abufes in the Conftitution or Government, 
which might require long and elaborate Differtations to explain 
1 and 
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and enforce. Thefe Men wifKed for no Converts but tliofe 
who from fome Motive or other were ready to attempt by 
Force the direft Subverfion of the Government and Con- 
ftitution of their Country. They faw in Ireland the Example 
of fuch a Rebellion as they wilhed to promote here, and 
they hoped to find in the temporary Diftrefles of the poorer 
Orders, a Motive for engaging in fuch defperate Attempts. 

By the Commifiion of what Crimes their Objects were to be 
effedfed, feems to have been a Matter of fmall Concern to 
many of them ; private and individual Afiaffination unqueftion- 
-ably was among the Meafures propofe.d at feveral Meetings, 
as fit to precede or accompany the general Riling : And 
though Your Committee are willing to believe, that no great 
Progrefs has been made in preparing for the Execution of fuch 
atrocious ProjeSs, yet it has been diftindtly proved on Oath, 
that the Idea has been frequently thrown out and difeufied, 
with the deliberate Purpofe of familiarizing it to the Minds of 
the Hearers, or preparing them for its Adoption, if it Ihould 
be thought necefiary. 

Near the fame Time, Principles of a fimilar Nature were 
Hudioufly promulgated^ iri a Society of another Defeription, 
and difguifed by Pretexts of a different Nature. It was pro- 
'pofed to meet in convivial Partie_s, as deferibed . by them- 
•felves, “ after a free and eafy Manner, and without encumber- 
ing themfelves with Rules, to converfe on the Subjedt 
recommended to them, to provoke Invefligation, and anfwer 
•“ Objedtions.” The Topics they propofed for Difeuffion, 
and recommended for Adoption, were Rated to be contained 
in a Pamphlet publilhed by one Spence^ from whom that 
Society had alfumed the Title of Spen/onians. This Recom- Appendix 
mendation, as well as feveral Extrads from the Work itfelf, 

■will be found in the Appendix, from which it will appear 
that the principal Objed of the Writer is to recommend 
the complete Extermination of Royalty, Nobility, and Pro- 
p.erty, for the Purpofe of an equal Parochial Divilion of the 
Profits of Lands, as .the Bafis of a “ beautiful and powerful 
“ new Republic.” That this was to be eft'eded by a general 
•Infurredion of the People, for which the Revolutionary Out- 
rages in France, and the Mutiny in our own Fleet, were held 
/Out as laudable Examples. 

C. The 
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■ The Aa for fufpending the Habeas Corpus Aa having 
now' expired, all the Perfons detained under the Sanaion ot 
it who chofe to enter into Recognizances for dieir future 
good Behaviour, were difcharged. This was an Occafion o 
too much Exultation to the new Confpirators to be paffed 
over without fome Mark of Diftinaton. A Supper was 
accordingly given in Honour of thofe thus liberated, and at 
whkh nl Twenty of them attended.-The Temper and 
Obieas of thofe who compofed this Meeting, which was 
foldy of a convivial Nature, can only be colkaed from Ac- 
eoimtsof the public Converfation of the Company and the 
Sentiments conveyed in the Toafts and Songs with which they 
were entertained-the latter have been particularly defcribed 
to Your Committee, and were all of the moft treafonable 
and feditious Nature, and one of their Toafts was The 
“ Health of the Chief Conful of France. The Difcourfe 
held vvas fuited to thefe Incentives— Plans of Infurreaion 
were openly avowed, and profeffed to be ireaed m the firft 
Inftance againft the Lives of the chief Oftcers of Govern- 
ment and to the Deftruaion of the Houfe of Correaion in 
Cold Bath Fields,— Some of thofe recently difcharged, avowed 
their Determination to perfift in the fame Defigns, and ex- 
preffed their Confidence in the Number of their Aflociates, 
whom they reproached for not having fooner effeaed their 
Releafe by Force. 



This Meeting feems to have occafioned a more confident 
Opinion of their Strength, and of the Succefs of their Schemes 
of Seduaion.— They boafted of the Extenfion of their Society 
over different and remote Diftrias of the Metropolis. They 
were not however infenfible to the Proceedings of Parliainent 
on the Subjed of the Martial Law Bill m Ireland, which 
they were apprehenfive might be applied to the Suppreflion- 
of their Enterprizes here, or if not, at leaft, that the Sufpen- 
fion of the Habeas Corpus Ad would be renewed, and elfec- 
tually operate to counteraa their Defigns. Under this 
Impreflion, a particular Decree of Caution was recommended 
by the Executives as to the Perfons to whom the Oath 
fliotild be adminiftered— they fufpeaed they wem obferyed, 
and were afraid of being apprehended before their Plan was 
ripe for Execution, which they admitted it would not be 
till they ftiould be provided with Arms fufficient for their Pur- 

■' nnfp.— 
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operated differently on fome 
ot the moft ardent Spirits of the Confederacy, rvho were ftill 
more fanguine as to the Numbers rvho would join them, and 
who were defirous of ftriking the Blow before Meafures could 
be taken for their Suppreffion, and who thought they might 
upply the Want of which they complained, by a defperate At- 
r Arms, which would at once deprive 

he Military of the Means of Ref.ftance, and furnifli themfelves 
with Weapons for Attack;— others, not admitted to the Secrets of 
the Executives, accufed them of Tardinefs in their Operations 
and were impatient to be called into Aaion. The more cautious’ 
Councils however prevailed, which were perhaps promoted by 
mutual Sufpicion, and by the Reluftance of fome, 4en it came 
near the Point, to engage in Outrages of fuch Atrocity. 

kJ" Meetings, chiefly of a convivial 

uie, but adapted to the Advancement of the fame Objeas 
continued to be held m various Parts of the Town for the’ 
exp.efs Purpofe (as avowed by one of their Affociates) of 
bringing together the old Members of the Britllh Union, and of 
encouraging them to prefevere, by the Prefence of their former 
Leaders, now again at large ; who on their Part agreed to ufe 
every Effort to re-organize that Society, and fome o® whoiir in 
If theTow\°^ that Plan, appeared at Meetings in one Diftria 
eTown, as Plenipotentiaries from the other. The Cha- 

of‘‘SiL7" '’f"® mentioned, under the Name 

of Sfenfontans, is fufficiently marked by Toafls which were 
given and received with Applaufe, and which on that Account 
Your Committee have inferted in the Appendix. On another 
Occafion, fome of the more immediate Leaders of the new 
Affociation met with fome of the Perfons then lately liberated 
and one of the moft adive of the latter Defcription gave under 
the Name of ‘ The tremendous Toa(l”_“ May the ifft of Kings 
be ftrangled in the Bowels of the laft of Priefts 1” ^ 

thfv the moft recent Meetings a Supp.er was given, at 

the Expence of fome unknown Patron, to celebrate again the 
Releafe of the Champions of their Caufe ; when they were ftill 
entertained with the moft feditious Songs and Toafts, fulBciently 
defcnptive of their Attachment to our foreign Enemy, and 
^^bhorrence of the Form of our own Conftitution ; fuch as 
.. Succefs to the Army of Egypt.”— “ The 

Guillotine a Cure for the King Evil.” 

® The 



Appendix 

(G.) 
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The Affiduity which which thefe Perfons_ attempt to enhft in 
their Carfe every Clafs of interefted or vifionary Reformers is 
apparent, not only in the Encouragement given to the Spenfonian 
Dodrines of Partition of Property, which yet they treat ay chi- 
merical and abfurd, but alfo in the Propagation of religious 
'Tenets, which have obtained Tome Footing, and which lead (as 
among the Enthiiliafts in the Reign of Charles the Firft) to the 
Abrogation of all Reftrai-nt from temporal Authority. The 
Dodrine of an approaching Millenium has found many Con- 
verts, and is glanced at in forae of the Publications already 
noticed. The Leaders of the new Affociation many of them 
fecretly profeffing an utter Difbelief in the Chriflian Religion, 
and even conhdering it as a M.ark of Incivifm to be poiTefled of 
a Bible, but readily ernbracing any Means of effeding the_ 
Subverlion of all religious Eftablithment as a ftep towards the 
Deflrudion of regal Government, willingly lend themfelv^s to 
this Delulion, and dired their Agents never to advance their 
own Opinions in Oppofition to it, but to referve them for the, 
more confidential Intercourfe of the deeply Initiated, and even, 
to be provided with Arguments on both Sides of the C^eftipn, 
in order to promote DifcuHion in Plac.es of public Refort, and 
draw Attention to their, own Dodrines. 

On the .1 gth-of April laft, fey.eral of the Perfons above referred 
to as Principals of the new Society, were apprehended under a. 
Wairant from the Duke of Pprdand, while holding one of their. 

Appendix Meetings. The only Papers difc.oyered w.ere another printe.d, 
|(C. nndD.) Copy of the Paper already referred to, and which had been 
previoudy tranfmitted to Your Committee, and an Addrefs figned 
direded to “ Britons and Eellow Citizens,” inlerted 



Your Committee have thus detailed the Proceedings of the. 
DifafFeded carried on in the Metropolis., and as diresded principally- 
to its Difturbance ; but they would afford a very inadequate Re- 
pr.efentation of the Extent of the Confederacy, if, in proceeding 
■to advert to the State of other Parts of the Country, and eyeu of 
Ireland, they omitted to notice the Concert which in fome Mea- 
fure pervades the Whole, and the ftrikiog Coincidence of Vievrs,. 
and the Means of obtaining them. Whhe the DifafFeded in 
London conlined themfelves in the Courfe of the laft Autumn, to 
loofe, though violent Expreffions of Difcontpnt, apd endeavoured 
to evade Difeovery by avoiding any written Evidence of their 

Tranfadiona, 



Appendix 

(HO 



Hibermcus^ 
in the Apj 
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TranfaiTions, or any certain Place of meeting, the fame Precau 
non was adopted by thofe of fimilar Principles at Nottin..- 
ham ; accompanied by fimilar Declarations of Hopes arifing- 
from the Dearnefs of Provifions, and Wiihes for the Affgrava 
non rather than the Alleviation of that Calamity; and when 
early m the prefent Year a fyftematic Plan was firft obferved 
theTe rumoured among the Difaffeaed 

At the fame Period feditions EmilTaries were firfl: deteded en 
( eavoiinng to excite Infurreaion among the Manufadiirers of 
different Parts of Lancaflure. —This was to be done by alfociat- 
ing as many as poffible under the Sandion of an Oath nearly fimi- 
ar to that adopted m London, and which, with an Account of 
the feci et Sign which accompanied it, has been tranfmltted from 
various (garters to Government, and laid before Your Com- T.v„P„™, 
mittee . Dangerous Meetings were difguifed as in London, under ‘■'Is Oath 
the Api^arance ot Friendly Societies for the Relief of fick Mem- ."■“"''l"'- 
lers ; The Perfuahon of a general Revolution fliortly to take f'ltedin t'L 
place, Md confequently the Inefficacy of all Reliftance, was a 

exc l™t^ nT A to i ) 

^cite the Difaffeded, and to dilhearten and dilimite the Loyal. 

On the fame Account, the Numbers of thofe engaged in the Con- 
federacy were exaggerated, and ftated fometimes as amounting to 
60,000 trained to Military Exercife ; at others, including Ireland 
at not Ids than 1,500.000. The Difpofition of the People in the 
art of the Country alluded to, being prevIouHy untainted 
to any Extent vvith feditious Principles, it was necdfary to found 
the Hopes of In^rreaion chiefly on the Preffure arifing from 
the Scarcity of Provifions. It was this Feeling, fomented 
for other Purpofes by more artful Inlligators, that probably 
led thole who took the Oath in queftion, to engage in thofe 
Schemes of Inl^urreaion. The feditious EmifTaries well knew 

Ifl I 7 m " general Rifing of a large Proportion 

of the Inhabitants of a populous Diftria under any Pretext it 
would be eafy to draw them on, under more defperate Leaders, to 
attempt the Subverfion of every Eftablifhment of the Conffitution 
within rteir Reach, efpecially if aided by fimilar Explofions at the 

""d 'he Alarm, or 

aaual Exiftence, of Foreign Invahon. Though this was the Pre- 
text of Difcoment, they themfelves felt fo little for the DiftrelTes 
which they affeaed to relieve, that they concurred with their 
Aliociates m other Places already adverted to, in the Wilh for the 
^ Aggravation 
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Aggravation of them, as a more powerful Means of exciting 
popular Tumult. The principal of thefe ErailTaries are repre- 
lented as delegated from London, York, Birmingham, Briifol, 
ShefReld, and other conhderable Towns, as well as from 
Ireland, who conduded in private the Detail of the Confplracy, 
conneded with other provincial Meetings, and all thefe with 
one in the Metropolis, from whence printed Rules for their 
Condud were expeded to be received, and they feera to have 
entertained the fame defperate Projeds of attacking the Ma- 
giftrates, and feizing the Arms of the Loyal Affociations, as 
were propofed in London againft the Government and Military- 
Force here ; and they frequently profefled themfelves to be 
provided with Arms, and even uniform Clothing, to a con- 
fiderable Extent. At a late Period the Bufinefs of thefe 
Societies appears to have been conduded with peculiar Caution, 
hy Orders iffued from the Head of the Diftrid to Two con- 
fidential Perfons, v/ho affociate Two others of different Glaffes, 
and having affembled in the moft private Manner, iffue their 
Orders in Form of a Ticket, to ah-)’- Number whom they think 
proper to depute on a particular Service. 

• Your Committee have Reafon to believe, not merely from 
the Probability of fuch a Connedion, arifing from a Similarity 
of Meafures adopted, and the Notions entertained on the Spot j 
but from the Opinion expreffed by one -well acquainted with 
the Progrefs of the Confpiracy, that the Executives in London 
were in CoiTefpondence with, and probably direded the Ope- 
rations of the EmifTaries in the Country. 

As the Revolutionifts in London were willing to inlift 
under their Banners the religious Extravagancies of the Day, 
thofe in the Country availed themfelves of fimiiar Prejudices. 
A Society appears to have been formed in Part of Yorkihire, 
under the Title of New Jerufalemites, whofe Leaders have 
infpired them with a Belief in the pretended Prophecies 
of Brothers^ and who look under his Guidance for the fpeedy 
Commencement of the Millenium. The Vievrs of thefe 
People feem totally unconneded with any Political Objed, 
though their Tenets, leading to an Independence on any 
earthly Government, and an Expedation of the Subverfion of 
the exifting Order of Things, would naturally make them, in-r 
diiferent Spedators at leaft, if not adive Indruments of any 
Attempt to accoinplifh that End. The profane Perverfion of 

Scriptural 
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Scriptural Prophecy attributed to them and -vhiVh .. j 

jnjurtherance 
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been inadvertently ftated in the Indidmrat that the O ^ 
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the Fad) by a fin^e Individual, the Profecution was thus for7h« 
Time defeated. On the Apprehenfion of one of the Partiercon 
cerned, it feems to have been a Point fo.. n r i ■ “ 
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whether they fhould not feize that Moment for a general Rifmn’ 

teffimi tifS r‘’ f" Apprehenfion of intermediate Do-’ 
TFo L t • ^ ^ in other Refpeds — 

Though this was not adopted, they announced from tiL' to 

Time a certain Period for the Infurredion, which was rente 
piefented as conneded with one in Scotland and Ireland aU tj 

Meetings were meanwhile held in a Part oi LanMfii™* 

Apnl apparently calculated to forward thefe Defigns '”lt ont 'of 

MihtarrS 

general Explofion, if not intended as a Part of it,^was to convene 

a general 
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a -reneral Meeting of Diftrids in a central Part of the IDand, 
an’d particularly of the poptilotis and manufaduring Parts ot the 
Counties of York, Lancafter, Chefter, and Derby, near which tt 
was reprefented that a Kind of Congrels of Delegates, froni Six 
Diftrlds into which the Kingdom was divided, had for lome 
Time been occafionally fitting. The lateft Accounts from that 
Part of the Country announce, that this Affembly has adually 
been held, af which many Thoufands from different Parts 
of the Country were colleded ; but the Ad for preventing 
Seditious Meetings having then paffed, the Affembly was 
at length difperfed by the Intervention of the Magiltrates, 
fupported by a Military Force. 

Your Committee have abftained from drawing the Attention 
of the Houle to any unpremeditated Tumults which have 
unfortunately prevailed in different Parts of the Country, and 
particularly in the Weft of England, on Account of the Dearnefe 
of Provifions ; conceiving that, although thefe may in their 
Proerefs have been encouraged by the Difaffeded, and may 
have affumed an Order and Concert in their Proceedings, from 
the Example of fecret Confederacy recently pradifed in both 
Parts of the United Kingdom (which feems evidently to have 
formed a Part of an extenfive, digefted, and methodized 
Syftem) they were originally unconneded with the Defigns 
traced in this Report. 

The Enterprlzes and Connedions of the new Society in the 
Metropolis, were not howmver confined to foment the Dlfcontents 
or encourage the Hopes of the Difaffeded in our own Country ; 
They certainly were difpofed, if Occafion offered, to avail them- 
felves of any Affiftance that could be derived from the Invafion of 
a Foreign Enemy, whofe Aid was foliclted by fome of their Emif* 
faries, both for tliis Country and Ireland, and to whom they held 
out the Hopes of a formidable Co-operation from internal In- 
furredion. Towards the End of laft Year, when, as has been 
already Hated, the Hopes of the Seditions in England began to 
revive, it appears that Reprefentations were tranfmitted Abroad of 
the Progrefs of fimilar Dlfcontents in Scotland, by the Agents 
concerned in fomenting them, and that they were deferibed as 
connededwith expeded Support from the North of England, and 
particularly with Infurredions in London, the Plan of which was 
dkcribed “ as perfedly organized.” On the other Hand, Hopes 
were held forth of a projeded Invafion from Holland on the 

Coafts 
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Men. The Communications were to be verbal, and the Bufi- 
nefs condudted without Eledtions, Debates, or Committees. 
This Plot, however, being deteaed by Government, its Pro- 
grefs was checked, if not entirely ftopped. ^ It affords a re- 
markable Coincidence with the Intelligence above detailed, 
of what has been paffing in England, that it appears to have 
been lately held out to the Difaffbaed in Ireland, that when- 
ever an Infurreaion Ihall take place in that Country, which 
it is intended Ihall be univerfally on the fame Day, a fi- 
milar Explofion is to be made in feveral of the principal 
Towns in England, particularly in London, where they are 
told the Difaffbaed are ading on the fame Plans and Prin- 
ciples as the United Irifh. The Manner in which the Rebel- 
lion was originally organized, the fecret Springs of the Con- 
federacy, which fet in Motion, and direaed to every Enormity 
of private and public Outrage, fo large a Mafs of the Inhabitants, 
have long been familiar to the Houfe and to the Public. The 
Objea of it being to difunite that Country from this, by the 
Co-operation of a Foreign Enemy, it may be imagined that the 
Caufe will never appear defperate to thofe engaged in it, while 
the Continuance of the War Hill keeps alive the Hope of that 
Afliflance, encouraged as it may be from Time to Time by 
Affurances of Support from their Ally, or at leaft from thofe 
Traitors to their Country who ftill form, in the Capital of that 
Enemy, a central Committee of Rebellion, to inftigate Invafion 
on the one Hand, and prepare InfurreSion on the other, Their 
Emiffaries are continually paffing into Ireland for this Purpofe, 
where Two of them are fuppofed ftill to be concealed. The 
Views of this Committee, and the Means by which they are 
not alhamed to endeavour to accomplifli them, will be fufficient- 
Appendix. ly obvious from the Addrefs to the Iiilh Sailors in our Fleet, 
(M.) which has been printed in their Name, and prepared on the 
Continent for extenfive Circulation. Emiffaries, on the other 
Eland, have not been wanting from Ireland, to intereft the 
French Government in Support of their Caufe — one particu- 
larly has lately paffed over to the Continent, and opened a di- 
red Communication with the Enemy, accrediting himfelf 
with them as being deputed by a great Body of the Landed 
Intereft of his Country, whom he reprefents as being, like him- 
felf, fo diffatlsfied with the Union, that they would engage in 
any Concert with France to procure the Means of eftablilh- 
ing, under the Guarantee of that Power, fome new Form of 
Reprefentative Government. With this View he affords them 
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all the Information in his Power, of the State of the Country, 
and of the Force employed to protedt it ; and fuggefts the 
Amolint of that which he recommends to be fent againft it. 

He ftipulates however with his propofed Allies, for the AITur- 
ance of their Property to all the prefent PofTeflbrs, in oppofitio'n 
to any Claim of the Catholics, whom he Rates Rill to look for- 
ward with Hopes of eRabllfliing a Popifh Afcendancy ; and it 
appears that he has been given to underhand, that both the late 
Diredory and one of the principal MiniRers of the prefent 
Government of France, had coincided in the JuRice and Pro- 
priety of that Stipulation. 

The Peculiarity of this Situation of Ireland, both in its in- 
ternal and external Relations, would undoubtedly juRify ex- 
traordinary Meafures of Precaution, which feem called for, 
not more by Attention to the Security of the Government at 
large, than to the Happinefs and even ExiRence of the loyal 
Part of the Community; The SyRem of Terror originally 
adopted by the Leaders of the United Irifh, who RrR publicly 
recommended AlTaffination, and then formed Committees for 
the Purpofe of concerting and direding it, has been continued 
to the prefent Hour, fometimes, as will be feen hereafter, with 
the fame Enormities ; at others, with the lefs fatal, though 
fcarcely lefs cruel, Excefles of inhuman Beatings and Floggings. 

The oRenfible Objeds to which thefe Outrages were direded 
have been different, and are now more frequently in the firR 
InRance, thofe of lowering Rents, Abolition of Tithes, Regu- 
lation of Wages and Price, of Provifions, than thofe of an Al- 
teration in the Form and ConRitution of Government. This 
SyRem could only be counteraded by the Apprehenfion of 
prompt and efficacious Puniffiment for the Guilty, and the 
Senfe of Security and Protedion for the Innocent. The re- 
gular Courfe of Law affording only periodical Occafions of 
Trial, and providing in the Interval no effedual Means for 
proteding the Wimeffes from Sedudion or Intimidation, or 
the Jurymen from Outrage, was found inadequate to the Pref- 
•fure of the Cafe 5 while the Extenfion of the Mifchief, and the 
Uncertainty where it might next break out into Adion, re- 
quired a Remedy equally prompt and univerfal. 

It appears from the Minutes of Courts Martial held at Rath- t 
drum, Limerick, Clonmeli, Wexford, and Leixlip, that during 
the Year 1800, the Counties of Wicklow and Wexford were 
6 infeRed 
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infefted by Bodies of rebellious Banditti, aCting under tbe 
Orders of regular Leaders, and perpetrating from Time to 
Time, with every Circuraftance of Aggravation, the Crimes 
of Robbery, Burglary, and Murder : That in the Counties 
of Tipperary and Limerick, the Practice of breaking into 
Houfes, and cruelly beating or flogging the Owners with Rods 
made of Thorns, in order to fix an arbitrary and inadequate 
Price on the Neceflaries of Life, frequently ending in or ac- 
companied with premeditated Adis of Murder, was very pre- 
valent ; and had fpread fuch Terror over the whole Country 
in which it prevailed, as would have baffled all the Exertions 
of the ordinary Magiftracy, if not counteradied by the Vigour 
and Energy of the new Jurifdidiion, The peculiar Situation 
of that Diftridi, and the Effedt of the Meafures adopted to 
tranquillize it, are fo fully and fatisfadiorily detailed in the 
Evidence of Mr. Ormfby, a very eminent Barrifter, who was 
Appendix deputed by the Lord Lieutenant to prefide at the Courts Mar- 
(N. No. I.) which were to fit at Limerick, and from whom Your Com- 
mittee have been enabled to procure a Degree of Information, 
which no other Perfon was fo competent to fupply, that they 
wifh rather to refer to his Account than to impair the Precifion 
of it by incorporating Parts of it in the Body of their Report, 
Appendix They have alfo added in their Appendix, the Evidence of 
(N.No.2.) Captain Bloomfield, Affifiant Quartermafter. General in the 
fame Diftridf during that Period. Some Particulars however 
arifing out of thofe Trials, feem fo peculiarly charadteriftic of 
the Spirit which ftill unfortunately prevails in that Country, 
that they are defircus of fubmitfmg them to the Attention of 
the Houfe. 

It appears eflablilhed by fatisfadlory Proof, that when a defperate 
Confpiracy was formed, for furprizing and maflacring a Detach- 
ment of His Majefty’s Troops ftationed at Cappaghwhite, a prin- 
cipal Inducement avowed by thofe engaged in it, for undertaking 
fo hazardous an Enterprize, was to deraonftrate the Readinels 
of that Part of the Country to engage in Rebellion, as- a Pledge 
to others, with whom they had not before co-operated, of their 
Readinefs to join them when they fliould have refumed their 
former treafonabl-e Proceedings ; for they thought, as they them- 
felves exprelTed it, “ that Leinfter would never rife till Munfter 
“ would be up, as Munfter did not rife when Leinfter was up.” — 
On another Occafion, the Mode by which private Aflaflination 
is planned and diredf ed, was clearly developed. The Perfons con- 
cerned, 
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cerned, to the Number of 14 or 15, who from their Afts 
muft be confidered as principal Condudors of thefe Enormi- 
ties, are found meeting in Mid-day, "^s if by Accident, at 
fome Public Houfe, where they occupy a -Room upftairs, and 
■without Sufpicion enter upon their Confultation of Profcrip- 
tion. One of them prefides as Cl'.airman and each is called 
tipon for Informations againft any loyal Subjedis, for Adis 
■which may have incurred their Difpleaiure. The Chairman 
then puts the Queftion, which is determined by holding up 
of Hands, and Sentence of Death is regularly palled, if the 
Verdia of Guilty is pronounced. The Mode' of Execution 
IS then di'fculTed, whether by a large Number to be colieaed 
from the Neighbourhood, or by a feka Body of Twenty- 
one, to be colieaed in Parties of Seven, each from dlftant 
and remote Parts of the Country. Other Circumftances have 
occurred, expreffive of the Terror produced by the Appre- 
henfion of fuch or the like Outrages, and of the Impedi- 
ments neceflarily produced by it to the Courfe of legal In- 
veftigation. The Information of a Perfon, who had fmce 
died of the fevere Beating he had received from one of 
thefe NoSurnal Gangs, was produced in Evidence againft 
them. It was proved by the Magiftrate before whom it was 
taken, that nothing could induce him to give any Account 
of the Perfons concerned, till (at the End of fome Weeks) he 
•was convinced of his approaching Death, and then at the Ride 
of the fame Danger to his Wife and Children, who did all in 
their Power to prevent it, made the Difclofure. In another 
Inllance, the Perfon beat, not only at the Time prevented his 
Daughter from naming the Man concerned, putting, as die 
expreded it, his “ bloody Hand on her Mouth, and -bidding 
“ her hold her Tongue but on the Trial itfclf appeared fo 
much under the Induence of the fame Terror, as to contradifl, 
with refpedl to the Identity of the Perfon concerned, the pofi- 
tlve Teftimony of Two of his Daughters, whofe general Vera- 
city neither he nor any other Perlbn impeached. The Mo- 
tives which lead to the Adoption of this Syftem of Terror, as 
•veil as the Effefi of it, may indeed be eafdy conceived, when it 
is confidered that in many Inftances the Outrages are committed 
■without any Difguife, by Perfons perfedly well known to the 
SuS'erer, and frequently his immediate Neighbours. 

In the prefent Year, but few Inftances of Courts Martial, de- 
ciding upon Offences committed within that Period, have been 
E tranfmltted 
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tranfmitteci to Your Committee, and thofe chiefly for the Trlai 
of Outrages committed in the Mountains, and in the 

Neighbourhood of Dublin. But they have received from the 
Reports of Magiftrates and General Officers in moft Parts of 
the Country, up to the lateft Period, Accounts which have ap- 
peared fo fully authenticated, and fo material in themfelves, that 
they have thought it proper to infert feveral Extrafls from them 
in the Appendix to their Report. The Nature of much of this, 
however, asconnefted with the general Safety of the Empire, has 
'laid Your Committee under fome Difficulty as to the Mode of 
fubmitting it to the Houfe, left by endeavouring to enable them to 
appreciate the Danger in order to provide for the Prevention of 
it, they ffiould facilitate either to the Foreign or Domeftic Ene- 
mies of the Country, the Means of augmenting it ; they have 
■thought it moft prudent therefore to avoid in general, the parti- 
cular Deicription of the Counties or DiftriSs referred to, as well 
■as the Names of the Magiftrates and Officers from whom the 
Information is derived. 



Appendix' 

(O.) 



Appendix 

(P-) 



Appendix 

(Q.-) 



From the Refult of this, it appears that in one Count7, notwith- 
Randing the general Tranquillity that prevails, there is one 
Diftrid which ftill perfeveres in legiflating for itfelf,,and enforcing 
Obedience to its own Laws : That in another Barony, in the 
fame County, the frequent Pradice of killing Cattle in the Night, 
is reprefented, in the Opinion of all the Magiftrates, “ as con- 
neded with the Rebellion which fo lately prevailed in the 
“ Country.” And, recently a Paper has been found upon a Man 
in another Barony of the fame County, dated .24th January 1801, 
containing, amongft -other Things, fome Oaths expreffed in 
Terms which deferve very particular Attention. 



Appendix That a fimilar Difpofition exifts in Part of the ad.joining 
County, where it is ftated, that “ nothing but the ftrongeft 
“ Meafures of Government can put down the unquenched 
“ Flame of Rebellion, while any Expedation is entertained 
“ of French Aid,” and that the fame -County is ftill infefted 
with Gangs of armed Robbers, who commit frequent Ex- 
celfes. That the I’radice of proferibing new Tenants of Lands, 
and fixing the Rent of them by public Notice in fome fidi- 
tious Name, ftill prevails, and has been recently enforced by 
atrocious Ads of Murder ; that in the Perpetration of it, the 
fame Mode appears to have been adopted, which has been be- 
fore noticed in the Appendix, as facilitating fimilar Outrages by 

conveying 
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conveying the Gang to or from a confiderable Diftance ; by car- 
rying off, for that -Piirpofe, the beft Horfes they can find. And 
your Committee think it material to obferve, that this Pradice 
of Horfe Stealing, which has been prevalent to a great Degree 
in different Parts of Ireland, appears to have proceeded, not fo 
much from the Motives which lead to particular Ads -of Theft 
•or Robbery in other Countries, as from a fyftematic Defign in 
the Difaffed:ed, to acquire -the Means of more readily executing 
their atrocious Projed:s againft the Government of the Country, 
as well as againft the Lives and Property of Individuals, whom 
they may have marked out as their Vidims. 

That in another adjoining County, the Pradice of Flogging, Appendk 
to induce an arbitrary Cheapnefs of Provifions, often attended 
with Robbery, flill prevails, conduded in fome Inftances by a 
Banditti of 200 Men armed and mounted. That a Difficulty 
is found in procuring the Affiftance of the Magiftrates ; and 
that in confequence ofthefe Outrages, the Corps of Yeomanry are 
ordered on permanent Duty. And this Information c'omes from a Appendix 
General Officer, who had at the beginning of the fame Month 
reprefented the general Tranquillity of that part of the Country. 

That Two Counties, i-n another Province, have been fubjedto Appendix 
Depredations of the moft alarming Kind, accompanied with 
Murder where Refiftance was found or expeded. A general 
Tendency to Diforder, among the Lower Clal's, is Rated to exifl ; 
and the Difpofition to Rebellion itfelf, not to have been -extin- 
guiflied. 



That in another County, though dlfturbed by no Murders or Appendix 
Plunder of Fire Arms, and though the ordinary Courfe of Law 
has there been found competent to bring to Trial and capital 
Convidion, not lefs than Twenty at the laft Aflizes; yet that no 
Juries would have ventured to give the Verdids they did, but 
for the Protedion afforded them under the Martial Law Ad. 



That ftill Apprchenfions are entertained of projeded Mifchief, 
for which the Lower Orders are fuppofed not to be unprepared. 



That m a Part of the County, a new Alfociation has lately been 
formed, formerly called " Defenders,” but now dilUnguifhed by Appendix 
the Name of “ Finijh-alls.^^ ^ 



That in another County, for a Year paR, One whole Barony 
has been tributary to and in Pofleffion of an armed Banditti of 

about 
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about CO Perfons, under Two known Leaders, wbo regularly 
exercife their Men, ftation their Pickets, and march, to the 
Sound of a Horn, to the Comniiffion of all Sorts of Outrages, 
and declare their Intention of perfifting till a general Ri™g 
may enable them to overturn the exifting Conflitution and go- 
vernment. 

From Part of another Province, fimllar Reprefentations 
are made of the State of the Public Mind; and aftnal In- 
formation has been received, of a Gang of 170 Men, embodied 
and pradifing regular Exercife with Poles reprefenting Pikes, 
adapted to a Body formed Three deep, and calculated^ to 
reflft the Charge of Cavalry; and that in many Diftrifls 
the Country remains organized as before the Rebellion ; and 
that through the whole Province Means have lately been 
taken of communicating with the former Leaders of the Uniied 
Irifh. 

Other Inftances have occurred, where the Proceedings appear 
to Your Committee to be too notorious to require the Caution 
w'hich they have hitherto ufed in concealing the Name of the 
Place. Among thefe it has appeared, that outftanding Rebels 
ftill continue their Depredations in the County of Wicklow ; 
that though when Military Pofts were eftablilhed in the 
Mountains lall Summer, they divided themfelves into feveral 
Parties, yet a Connedion is ftill kept up between them, and 
they frequentlv join, and' fometimes change Places. That in- 
numerable Robberies were committed by them during the laft 
Winter, though few Perfons had Fortitude enough to give 
Information, or even to confefs any Knowledge of the Perfons 
concerned, when examined by Magiftrates for that Purpofc, 
owing chiefly to the Terror infpired by the Murder of Four 
Witneffes, who were all (hot in One Parilh toward the End of 
1790, and Beginning of 1800; That known Leaders of the 
former Rebellion, who have either availed themfelves of the 
Pardon, or efcaped ,from Juftice, are ftill at large, and confidered 
as a rallying Point for the Seditious on any future Opportunity 
of Infurredion ; One of whom had the Audacity to propofe a 
Treaty with the Magiftrates for his Surrender, on the Terms 
of Remiffion of the Sentence under which his Brother was to 
fuffer for an atrocious Crime, but which he afterwards refufed 
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The Robbery of the Mall in Kilclave, in the Month of April, 
laft, by a Gang of 1 8 or 19 armed Men, who commenced their 
Attack by a Volley of Mufquetry, is a flriking Inftance of the 
Manner in which thefe Outrages are committed ; and a recent 
and well known Tranfadlion of the moft atrocious Nature, in 
the County of Tipperary, proves that the Syftem of fecret 
Profcription and delegated Affaflination is ftill in Foice, fup- 
ported either by the Concurrence of extenfive Confederacy 
or the Effefls of general Intimidation. Your Committee re- 
fer to the Murder of Mr. Price, who having taken a Farm 
againft the Wilhes of thofe who take upon them to regulate 
the Rents of Land, received a written Intimation, which ap- 
pears, from the Evidence of a Member of this Houfe, to have 
been to the following Elfefl; : 

“ Liberty Hall. 

“ Take Notice, that you have been tried and convided of 
** having taken — Farm — you have been fentenced to 
“ Death — you are to give up the Farm, otherwife the Warrant 
for your Execution is in the Hands of the Executioner. 

“ Given at the Council Chamber.” 

This Account, the Member received from the Brother of the 
Deceafed ; who {hewed him another Letter to the fame Effiift, 
which was ferved on a Tenant of Mr. Price at the fame Time, 
who in confequence fled the Country. Mn Price was within 
a few Days, in the open Fields at Noon, fired at and mur- 
dered by a Angle Individual, who was fulfered to depart at 
his Leifure, without any Endeavour being made to detain him, 
though many People were at work at no great Diftance. 

Having already ftated the Grounds of the Necellity for refort- 
ing to the Meafure authorized by the Martial Law Aft, and no- 
ticed the Efledts which have enfued from its Adoption, Your 
Committee have only to fubmlt to the Houfe, an Account of the 
Manner in which it appears to have been carried into Efledl. 
They have been furnifhed with Minutes of 40 Courts Martial, 
held under the Authority of that Law in the Year 1800, at 
which yo Prifoners were tried ; and of 14 in the prefent Year, at 
which 24 were tried. They find the Court was, in none of thofe 
Inftances, conftituted of lefs than Five, and in moft of Seven 
Officers, in One of Nine, and in another of Twelve ; That at 
G Limerick, 
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Limerick, where there were only Five, Mr. Ormiby, above re- 
ferred to, prefided as Judge Advocate, whofe Condud is com- 
pletely detailed in the Appendix : That in other Inftances a 
Profeffional Man alfo attended; in fome a Captain aded as 
Judge Advocate : That in one, in which an Enfign aded as 
fuch, the Court confifted of a Lieutenant Colonel, Two Captains, 
and Four Lieutenants ; That at Rathdrum, the only Place where’ 
no one attended as fuch, the Judges were, a Field OfEcer and 
Six Captains : That the Sentences were in all Cafes tranfmitted 
to the Lord Lieutenant, who appears frequently, in Cafes of 
Difficulty, to have referred them to the Law Officers ; and who 
always fignified his Confirmation or Alteration of the Sentence 
in his own Hand Writing. The Refult of the above mentioned 
54 Sentences upon the 94 Prifoners is as follows ! 



SENTENCE ofCourtsMarti’al. 


. Perfons. 


ULTIMATE SENTENCE. 


Acquitted - - - 


24 




Iraprifonraent - - 


2 


Releafed - - - _ _ j 


Fine of jC. loo. - - 


1 1 


Releafed - - - - _ 

1 Remitted ^ 


Whipping - - . 


9 


\ Reduced 2 00 Lafhes to 1 00, i , 


Service Abroad - - 


s 


1 Do. £oo Do. to 7^, j*. 
Ordered for general Service, q. 


Tranfportation - - 


>9 


Remitted - - - - _ ^ 2 


Death - - - - 


34 


f ChangedforTranfportation, 12. 




94 


3°- 



On the Whole of this Part of the Subjed, and on a full Confi- 
deration of the exifting Evil, of the adequate Remedy, and of the 
Means of adminiftering it. Your Committee are unanimoufly of 
Opinion, that they fhould be infenfible to every Suggeftion of 
preventive Policy and proteding Legiflation, if they did not 
earneftly recommend to the Houfe the Continuance of the Law 
in queftion. 




Your 
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Your Committee having thus laid before the Houfe the 
Refult of their Inveftigation into the Matters referred to them, 
deem it an indifpenfable Duty, before they conclude, to call the 
particular Attention of the Houfe to a Confideration which ap- 
pears to them of the moft urgent Importance, with a View to 
the Efficacy of the Meafures adopted for counteraamg the dan- 
gerous and defperate ProjeSs which they have defcribed : 

They have already Rated, that much of the Information, which 
has enabled the Government from Time to Time to detefl 
and guard againft thefe ProjeSs, is of a Nature, which cannot 
ever without extreme Inconvenience or Danger, be dilcloieil. 
The Safety of Individuals, who, refting on the Faith of Govern- 
ment, have, with great Hazard to themfelves, contributed, by 
their fecret Communications, to avert the Public Danger, vrould 
too probably in many Inftances be facrificed by fuch a Difclo- 
fure: Many of the fecret Channels of authentic Information, 

from which fo much Advantage has been derived at critical 
Periods, would be clofed for the future ; and the Effedf inteimed 
by the Legillature, in renewing the Sufpenfion of the Habeas 
Corpus AS, would be, in a great Degree, if not wholly, ^feated ; 
while Sources of Intelligence would be laid open to the Obferva- 
tion of our foreign and domeftic Enemies ; which it is highly 
material, to the permanent Interefts of the Public, carefully to 
conceal. 

The peculiar Caution adopted by the prefent Confpirators, 
and noticed in the former Part of this Report, by which the 
Knowledge of their Plans and Operations, and even of their 
Places of Meeting, is endeavoured to be confined to a very feleT 
Body who avoid as much as poffible all written Evidence of their 
Tranfiidtions, affords at this Time an additional Motive for pre- 
ferring the Means of Difcovery. It is obvious therefore, that 
the greateft Inconvenience and Mifchief might arife from any 
Proceeding which would lubjca the Government to^ the in- 
difpenfable Neceffity, of making public the Information and 
Evidence on which they mull in many Inftances have aifted in the 
Exercife of the Powers entrufted to them, of committing and 
detaining Perfons.for Sufpicion of Treafon and treafonable Prac- 
tices.— On the other Hand, Your Committee are aware, that 

without 
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without bringing forward fuch Evidence, it would be impoffible 
for the Government to exhibit and explain the true Grounds 
of then- Condua fo as to juftify themfelves againft a Charge, 
however tlbfounded it might be, of any undue Exerck 
of thofe Powers. It is indeed true (as has been already 
Rated) and it has been moft fatisfadory to Your Committee 
to obferve, that the Information on which Government in 
the firfl Inftance proceeded, has been confirmed by fo many 
col ateral and cotemporary Sources of pofitive Information as 
well as by fubfequent Fads, as to leave no Doubt of its Authen- 
ticity. -But vvhile theft Circumftances of Confirmation fliew in 
the ftrongeft Manner the Value and Importance of the Informa- 
the Advantage which has been derived to 
he Public Security from the Uft made of it, they furnifh addi- 
tional Reafon for not fuffering Particulars offo delicate and peril- 
ous a Nature to be made public. At the fame Time the Com- 
mittee think It right to call the Attention of the Houfe, to the 
comparatively fmall Number of Perfons detained, and to the Ef- 
fnhe^ ^ produced in preferring the Peace of the Country in 
fpite of that reftlefs and perlevering Spirit which under fo many 
trying Circumflances has laboured to difturb it. This Confider- 
ation of itftlf furmftes a ftrong Prefiimption that theft Powers 
have, on the Whole, been cautiouily and fparingly, but at the fame 
Time judicioufly exercifed ; But Your CommittL beg to have it 
underftood, that the, r Opinion does not reft on this general Pre. 
umption ; they have thought it a material Part of their Duty 
to inveftigate, carefully and minutely, the Grounds on which the 
feveml Perlons who were m Cuftody have been apprehended and 
detained , and they are bound m conftquence to ftate their 
delioerate Opinion, that the Warrants for Apprehenfion were 
o-c Ground of Sufpicftn, as at lead 

juft.fied bringing the Parties for Examination ; that according 
to the Refult of fuch Examination and further Enquiry^ 
they were either dilcharged or bailed, or finally committed • 
and that iuch Commitments were in all Cafes funded either 
on fuch dear and pofitive Charges, fupported by Oalh or 
by authentic Documents, or on fuch grave and folid Grounds of 
Sufpicion anfing out of the Circumftances of the Cafe as abiin 
danty warranted the Proceedings; and that Governtm codd 
not have toreborne in any Inftance the Exercift of thofe Powers 

?ublft 

Under 
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Under thefe Circumftances, Your Committee cannot forbear 
fubmittlnK to the Wifdom of the Houfe, the Propriety of Inch an 
Aa of Indemnity, as may proted all Perfons concerned in thefe 
Commitments from the Effeds of any legal Proceeding, without 
fubieaing them to the Neceffity, either of fulfering for a Gondua 
in itfelf meritorious, or of difclofmg, in their own Defence 
thofe Particulars, which every Confideration of Humanity, good 
Faith, and Policy, mull render it their Duty to conceal. 
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Appendix (A.) 

ADVERTISEMENT for a Meeting to beheld at Kennington 
Common, on the 9th of November i8co. 



FAMINE. 

■pYERY Journeyman, Artizan, Mechanic, and 
Tradefman, every Manufacturer, Labourer, &c. 
muft attend at 



Kennington Common^ 

On SUNDAY MORNING next, the 9th Infl:. 
to Petition the KING and PARLIAMENT to 
reduce the Price of Provifion, and raife their 
Wages, or to furnifli them with the Means to 
emigrate to fome Country where they may be able, 
by the Exertion of their Induftry, to keep their 
Families from perifliing by FAMINE ! I ! 



Appendix (B.) 



A PROCLAMATION. 

MURDER! MURDER! MURDER! 

\x^HEREAS a molt defperate, bloody, and evil minded Gang 
have for a long Time infeflied, and have lately broke down all 
the Fences that inclofed the Common Rights of John Bull alias the 
Swinilh Multitude, and after having gagged and fettered the faid John, 

have 
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have proceeded to feize upon all his Provifions, fo that Numbers of the 
Family have been literally llarved, and others are now flarving : And 
whereas the Captain or Chief of the faid Gang has declared, that he is de- 
termined to proteft his Affociates in the Continuance of the faid Praaices : 
Whoever will apprehend or caufe to be apprehended the Captain or Chief 
of the faid Gang, or any of his Affociates, and them fafely keep fo as that 
they be brought to the Affizes of the faid John, to be holden on or about 
the Commencement of the Nineteenth Century, (hall be declared to have 
deferred well of their Country, and receive the Thanks of the numerous 
Family. 

N. B. The faid Chief hath for a long Time, and for the more effec- 
tually worrying and diffreff.ng the faid John Bull and Family, kept a 
monftrous Animal, fuppofed from his lank Shape and infatiable Third for 
® has been frequently feen lurking in a 

PI IT near Hall Wood in the County of Kent— Whoever will bring 
the Heart of the faid Monfter to the Office of the faid Tohn Bull, No. i 
Great Britain, (hall receive the Reward of Ten Thoufand Pounds by ap-’ 
plying to the faid . ^ 

JOHN BULL. 



Appendix (C.) 



declaration. 

JN the awful Prefence of Almighty Gai, I A. B. do voluntarily de- 
nm Wmoft of my Power to obtain the 

Objea of this Union ; namely, to recover thofe Rights which the Supreme 
Being m his infinite Bounty hath given to all Men; and that neither 
Hopes nor Fears, Rewards or Punilhments, (hall ever induce me to 
inform on or give Evidence, direaiy or indirecTly, concerning the Bufmefs 
ot this or any fimiiar Society. 

So help me GOD. 



Appendix (D.) 

MUCH INJURED! LONG OPPRESSED COUNTRYMEN! 
C'lf Vb7 Humanity... 

Is It poffible that you can await with torpid Indifference to be your- 
felves enflaved, your Families llarved. and your Country ruined..,.Aroufe 

^ from 
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from that Apathy fo degrading to your Chara£ler....Enrolyourfelves under 
the facred Banners of Liberty, to recover thofe imprefcriptable Rights 
which have been fo bafely wrefled from you.... Do you hefitate becaufe 
Aftivity is attended with Danger....'What Dangers can equal thofe with 
which you are at prefent furrounded....Is it the Fear of Imprifonment that 
makes you flarink from your Duty.... Are you not in your prefent State 
fecluded from every Enjoyment that can render Life defirable....Or is it 
the Dread of Death that paralyfes your Exertions.. ..Does not the Tyrant 
Rare you in the Face in the mofi: frightful Form....and would not a fpeedy 
and honourable Death be a falutary Refuge from the accumulated Hor- 
rors of the more protrafted and lingering one — by Fatigue and Famine ? 
....You may reply, That your Situation in Life prevents your expe- 
riencing thofe Calamities *. But is not the prefent Syftem precipitating all 
Ranks to the Abyfs of Dijkefs and Defpair\ and can you expeft long to 
efcape thofe Evils. ...Look around to the Situation of your Fellow- 
Creatures ; Numbers of whom are pining in themoji abjed A/^ry, beneath 
the Scourge of Hunger andOppreJJton — but here the Powers of Defeription 
fail, from the Inadequacy of Language to do Juftice to their Sufferings — > 
your Spmpathy may conceive it more forcibly than Volumes on the Sub- 
jefl: could deferibe. — If this is not fufficient to roufe your Refentment, 
paufe for a Moment on tlje devoted State of Ireland — See her fertile Plains 
ravaged — her hofpitable Villages plundered and burned — and her brave 
and GENEROUS Sons butchered and exiled, for no other Crime than the in- 
flexible Love of Liberty .... But fflll there is a fafeinating Delufion which 
more than all the reft cramps the Energy of the Public Mind, and rivets 
the Manacles of Oppreflion — It is argued, that the Meafures purfued by 
your Oppreffors are fraught with their own Deftrudlion .... That as they 
have fapped the Foundation of their Power, it muft fhortly moulder into 
Ruin, without its being neceffary for the People to hazard any Rifque to 
accelerate its Fall. 

It is true, that the Mlnifters have fo far overloaded the tottering Edi- 
fice of the State, that its feeble Bafis cannot long fupport the tremendous 
Burthen : But it is alfo true, that before that Time arrives, your National 
Capital may be fquandered away — the facred Fund of your Induftry com- 
pletely abforbed — and every Thing valuable in Society ingulphed in the 
Vortex of Corruption — the Country fo far impoverifhed, that on the 
Arrival of that Event, inftead of becoming Heirs to the fair Inheritance 
of Liberty and Happinefs, we fhall find ourfelves joint Proprietors of 
national Infamy, Difgrace, and Poverty ■ ' -And even there, without your 
united Efforts, you may be fubjedled to a Defpotifm more fanguinary than 
the prefent. 

I Since 
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Since then Inaillerence is attended with Danger— fince it mull lead 
to national Ruin— Why not immediately unite all the Talents, E^e- 
rlence, and Virtues of the Country ; and by one bold and dedfive^ Effort 
refcue’ourfelves from the Horrors that await us— confolidate tne Liberties 
of our Country, and hurl the National Vengeance on the Heads of our 
Opprcjfors. 



duty of conductors. 

THERE Jball he in each Befartment, a Number rf Officers, to be called 
Conduaors, ■who faall receive their Orders fealed from an Officer entitled a 
Superintendant. Each Conduaor is required to call on Members to the Number 
of Ten, to convey to them the Orders of the Executive, to receive from them 
■whatever Sums of Money they may cbufe to contribute toward defraying the 
Public Expence ; as alfo, the Names and Places of Abode, fealed, of all Perfons 
entered as Members, or any other Communications they may ■wifh to tranfmt 
to the Executive-, all of which be Jhall faithfully deliver to the Super- 
intendant—Each Member is required to exert himfeif to the utmoft of bis Power 
to unite bis Friends in the Bonds of Brotherhood and Affeaion ; which Jball be 
dene as follows-— On his becoming acquainted with any Perfon of good Char aaer, 
who has manifejled a firm Attachment to the Caufe of JuJlice and Humanity, 
defitous of being a Member, he Jhall prefent the Beclaration for his voluntary 
Acceptance ; his Name Jhall then be returned to the Conduaor, who lives mojl 
contiguous to him ; who Jball faithfully tranfmit to the Superintendant his Re- 
party to cownence every Second Monday. 

declaration, 

[As in Appendix (C.)] 



Appendix (E.) 

appointment of A CONDUCTOR. 

Fellow Citizen, 

rpHE Bx appoints you to ad as a Conduaor. They expeT you will 
faithfully difcharge your Duty agreeable to the Infttuaions you 
receive. 

Health and Refpe6l, 

A. M. Z. 

March 14th, i8or. 
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Appendix (F. No. i.) 

London, March i8th, i8or: 

At a Meeting of 

REAL FRIENDS TO TRUTH, JUSTICE, 

AND 

HUMAN HAPPINESS. 

tT was Refolved, That the Principles of Citizen Spence’s Theory of 
Society, are immutable and unchangeable, as Truth and Nature on 
which they are built, and therefore only require univerfal Inveft.gation to 
be univerfally acknowledged. 

Refolved— therefore. That it be recommended to all the Well- 
wilhers to that Syftem, to meet frequently, though m ever fo fmall Num- 
bers, in their refpeffive Neighbourhoods, after a free and eafy Manner, 
without incumbering themfelves with Rules, to converfe on the Subjefl 
provoke Inveftigation, andanfwer fuch Objeaions as may be ftarted, and 
to uromote the Circulation of Citizen Spence’s Pamphlets. ^ 

■ Refolved alfo, that fuch Convivial, or Free and Eafy Meetings Ihould 
affume fome Appellation, indicative of their Principles, as Reftorers of 
Society to its Natural State,* Spenfonians, Sic. 

* Alludin- to a new Publication, which all Men for their own Sakes ought to read. 



Appendix (F, No. 2 .) 



EXTRACTS from a Pamphlet, called “ The Reftorer of Society 
to its Natural State.” By Thomas Spence. 

<• XT o W, Citizen, if we really want to get rid of thefe Evils from 
amonglf Men, we muft dellroy not only Perfonal and Here- 
ditary Lordfhip, but the Caufe of them, which is private Property m 
Land. For this is the Pillar that fupports the Temple of Ariftocracy. 

“ Then what can be the Cure but this ? namely, that the Land Ihall 
no longer be fuffered to be the Property of Individuals but of the Pa- 
rilhes. The Rents of this Pariflr Ellate (hall be deemed the equal Pro- 
perty of Man, Woman, and Child, whether Old or Young, Rich or Poor, 
Legitimate or Illegitimate.” ,, 
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“ Ic is cliildlfh, therefore, to expect ever to fee fmall Farms again, or 
ever co fee any Thing elfe than the utmoft fcrewing and grinding of the 
Poor, till you quite overturn the prefent Syftem of Landed Property. 
For they have got more completely into the Spirit and Power of Op- 
preffion now, than ever was known before, .and they hold the People in 
Defiance by Means of their Armed Alfociations. 'I hey are now like a 
warlike Enemy, quartered upon us for the Purpofe of raifing Contribu- 
tions ; and WilHam the Conqueror and his Nornians were Fools co them 
in the Art of fleecing, therefore any Thing fliort of a total Deftrudtion 
of the Power of thefe Samfons will not do; And that mull be accom- 
plilhed not by fimplg Shaving, which leaves the Roots of their. Strength 
to grow again. No, we mult fcalp them, or elfe they will foon recover, 
and pull our Temple of Liberty about our Ears. We muft not leave 
even their Stump in the Earth like Nebuchadnezzar, though guarded by 
a Band of Iron, for ill-deftroyed Royalty and Ariftocracy will be fureto 
recover, and overfpread the Earth again as before. And when they are 
fuffered to return again to their formV Dominion, it is always with ten- 
fold more Rage and Policy, and fo the Condition of their wretched Sub- 
je£ls is quickly rendered worfe, as a Reward for their too tender Kefift* 
ance. In plain Englifii, nothing lefs than complete Extermination of the 
prefent Syftem of holding Land, in the Manner I propofe, will ever bring 
the World again to a State worth living in. 

But how is this mighty Work to be done 

“ I anfwer it muft be done at Once, for it will be fooner done at Once 
than at Twice, or a Plundred Times. For the Public Mind being fuit- 
ably prepared by reading my little Trafts, and couverfing on the Sub- 
jeft, a few contiguous Pariflies have only to declare the Land to be theirs, 
and form a Convention of Parochial Delegates. Other adjacent Pariflies 
would, immediately on being invited,, follow the Example, and fend alfo 
their Delegates, and thus would a beautiful and powerful new Republic in- 
ftantaneoufly arife in full Vigour. The Power and Refources of War, 
palling in this Manner in a Moment into the Hands of the People from 
the Hands of their Tyrants, they, like fliorn Samfons, would become 
weak and harmlefs as other Men. And being thus as it. were fcalped 
of their Revenues, and the Lands that produced them, their Power 
would never more grow, to enable them to overturn our Temple of 
Liberty. 

** Therefore talk no more of Impoflibilities. How lately have wefeen 
Unions of the People fufficiently grand and well conducted, to give fure 
Hopes of Succefs ? Abroad and at Home, in America, France, and in 
our own Fleets, we have feen enough of Public Spirit and extenfive 

Unanimity 
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Unanimity in the prefent Generation, to accomplifh Schemes of infi 
mtely greater Difficulty than a Thing that may be done in a Day whl' 
once the Public Mind is duly prepared. In fad, it is like the Almitrhtv 

faying ‘ f "’■'= it was fo.’ So the People have only to 

iay ‘ Let the Land be ours, and it will be fo.* 

“ For who, pray, are to hinder the People of any Nation from doing fo 
when they are inclined ? Are the Landlords in the Pariihes more nuL- 
«us and powerful in proportion to the People, than the brave warlike 
Officers, m our Mutinous Fleets were to their Crews ? Certainly not. 
Ihe Landfmen having nothing to fear more than the Seamen, and in- 
deed much lefs, for after fuch a Mutiny on Land, the Mailers of the 
People would never become their Mailers again 



Appendix, (G ) 



toasts. 

^ SPEEDY Amalgamation of Party with the Mafsofthe People. 
Religion without Priells, and Governments without Kings. 

A Dilh of Filh for the Englilh, and may they always relilh an Iriffi 

Vinegar Hill, and may the Foes of the People meet with four Sauce. 
The Heroes of Wexford. 

The Rights of the People, and may the People never want Spirit to' 
maintain their Rights. ^ 

Hondl Men at the Flead of Affairs, and thofe at the Head of Affairs 
without Heads at all. 

No Lord, nor Landlord, but the Lord God, our only Lord. 

May the Ufurpation of the great Landholders be fpeedily dellroyed, 
and every Man recover his original Share of Land. ^ 

““hilated, and the Ageof Reafon be 

citabiilhed m its Stead. 
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Britons and Fellow Citizens, 

happy Moment has at length arrived, fo ardently widied for by 
Irilh Freemen, to join with Britons in the Caufe of Liberty, when 
National Prejudices and Religious Sentiments are no longer Subjefts for 
Difpute, but Reafon, triumphant over the Petty Artifices of Defpots, will 
make them fpeedily retire behind their difeovered but hitherto fuccefsful 
' {hallow Subterfuges. The Organization of Irilhmgn is daily increafing with 
Alacrity ; the fteady Co-operation of their Britannic Brethren will fully 
complete the glorious Work. We are already allured of your Efteem, 
which adds redoubled Vigour to our Operations. The Emancipation of 
^Americans is complete ; they now enjoy the Rewards of their patriotic 
Valour. That of Frenchmen is nearly concluded, whofe Names will be 
jufily revered by Pofterity, and recorded in the Annals of Hiftory, as 
bright Examples of Imitation. In what are Englifhmen deficient? in cor- 
poreal Strength or mental Endowments, inferior to none. Why fhould 
they then hefitate to follow the Steps of continental Freemen, and obtain 
what Nature has fo liberally bellowed on all, Liberty, which the Iron 
Hand of Oppreffion leizes with contagious Grafp, and nips the Bud 
before it can, attain Maturity. But that genial Luminary, which has dif- 
•'fufed its Rays on Columbia and France, already irradiates her favourite 
IJle, and the Twilight difappearing will burll forth with meridian Splen- 
dor. Then tremble, ye Tyrants, rejoice ye Patriots, the Reward of 
your godlike Exertions will then be permanent. 

No more need ye fear the Mandates of your OpprelTors, for Victory, 
for Power, the Means of Retribution is yours. With fond Tranfport we 
enjoy the Pleafure of Anticipation, when Tyrants, proftrate at our Feet, 
imploring that Mercy which, in the Zenith of their Power, they would 
never yield even to the Innocent, when they will fuffer for their number- 
lefs Crimes, univerfally execrated ; their Fate may ferve to intimidate 
others that purfue, or may attempt to purfue the fame career. 

Britons, accept our.Thanks for the Confidence you have repofed in us ; 
we will endeavour -to deferve it ; it is a common Caufe. Glory will be 
your’s, but we will participate of its Blellings. The Nations, England and 
Ireland, will no longer be difturbed by the Fire of Civil Broils, which the 
wicked Policy of Adminiftration has kindled, and Ignorance kept alive the 
Flame — all will be difiblved. The Channel which feparates the Two 
Nations, will no longer be the Means of Injured Patriots efcaping from 
the Fangs of Tyrants, but the Canal of Delight j and propitious Winds 
5 will 
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will waft us to either Shore, and partake of the FefUvities of political 
Regeneration. The Republics of the World, then joined in the indiflb * 
luble Ties of Friendlhip, cemented by paternal Love, will enjoy the wilhed- 
for BlelTings of abundant Peace. 

Hibernicus, 
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OATH. 

F the awful Prefence of God, I. A. B. do vow and declare, that I 
will perfevere in endeavouring to promote a Brotherhood of Affec- 
.tlon among Englilhmen of every religious Denomination. — I do further 
declare, that I will perfevere in my Endeavours to obtain a free, full, 
and adequate Reprefentation of all the People of England. I dolikewife 
vow and declare, that neither Hopes, Fears, Rewards, or Punifhments, 
Ihall ever induce me, diredly or indiredly, to inform or give Evidence 
^againft any of this Society, for any A£l or Expreffion of his or theirs, 
made or done colledtively or individually in this or any fimilar Society, 
in purfuance of the Spirit of this Obligation. 

Health and Fraternity. 
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OATH. 

jN the awful Prefence of God, I. A. B. voluntarily vow and declare, 
that neither Hopes nor Fears, Rewards nor Punifhments, fliall ever 
induce me, diredly or indiredly, to inform or give Evidence againft any 
one of this Society, for any Adi or Expreffion of his or theirs, done or 
made colledlively, or individually in or out of this or other fimilar So. 
cieties, in purfuance of the Spirit of this Obligation. 
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EZEKIEL, Chapter sifl. 

V. 25'^^ND thou, profane wicked prince of Ifra'el, whofe day is cdralCj 
when iniquity fhall have an end, 

26. Thus faith the Lord God} Remove the diadem, and take off 
^idie crown: this fhall not be the fame: exalt him that is low, and 
abafe him that is high. 

27. I will overturn, overturn, overturn it, and it fhall be no more, 
until he come whole right it is 5 and I will give it him. 



Appendix (L.) 



qUERIES to the SOLDIERY. 

ift. ^RE tohvinced that the Spting of all bur Miferfes andS-uf- 
* feiin^S arifes from a corrupt S'yftehi, and exceffive Taxation, 

%'Ad i:Ha'L nothing fhort of a Change of -Syfletn 'can rellore us to our 
■R'fghK ? 

2d. Are.' j^Ou convinced that the bell Legacy we can beftow on Pof- 
^erity is to leave them free 5 afe you willing to do all in ybUT Power to 
obtain a hew Order of Things by tJnivei-fal Suffrage 

3d. Will you do all in your Power to promote a Spirit of Loye, 
Brotfiefhood, and Affeiflion, amongft the Friends of Freedom, omit no 
Opportunity of acquiring all the political Information you can, contri- 
buting towards the Expence of conveying Information, and adUng in 
every Refpeft as a good, moral, and faithful Citizen. 



Appendix (M.) 



The Central Committee of United Irishmen, to the Irish Seamen 
in the British Navy. 

Erin.^o Brah ! 

' u deplorable Clrcumflance is k for Ireland, that whilft flie 
k fo 'Rr'^h'ubufiy fVruggling for Liberty, you, her Ghildren, fliould 
-be the'chieT'Ihftr'uhienfs o^f‘h'ef 'Oppreflbrs, to keep het und'et'rheirgalling 
Yoke, and thus be b’ra'iided'-thtbUgh-all Europe as a-mefcenary Band of 
nefarious Parricides ! Yes, Countrymen, fuch is the Light in which 

you 
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you are held by all true Lovers of Liberty. They know that in the 
Britifh Navy there are Three Irifli Sailors for OneEnglifliman, and that 
confequcntly you bear by far the moll aftive Part in all her Atchieve- 
.ments. Strutk with Horror- and Indignation at the atrocious and un- 
paralleled Barbarity with which your Countrymen at Home arc treated, 
by Order of the fanguinary Britifh Government, the Patriots of other 
Countries would fain fly to their Succour, and fupply them with Arms 
to extirpate their execrable Tyrants. But, alas 1 their Efforts, in this 
Kefpecl, have been and are Hill counteraded by the Britifh Navy ; that 
is to fay, by a Navy almofl totally compofed of Iriflimen. Thefe, in 
confequence, they compare to mifehievous Boys, who, at the Infligation of 
fome inveterate Enemy to their Father, beat away the guardian Dogs 

from his Fold, whilft ravenous Wolves are dellroying the Flock. We 

know (what Foreigners from your prefent Condud cannot feel) that your 
Hearts ftill glow with a truly filial Affedion to your Mother Country ; that 
you repine at her Woes, though unacquainted with the Hundredth Part, 
and that, were it in your Power, you would mofl gladly alleviate them. 
We know, at the fame Time, that in order the more effedually to crufh 
your Country, and reprefs your Exertions in her Favour, you your- 
feives are kept in a State of the mofl cruel Oppreflion ; that where Dif- 
cord cannot be fown amongfl you, Miflrufl is made to prevail j that 
.you are furrounded with Spies and Informers, ail amply rewarded for 
fo difgraceful a Taflc ; that the leall Murmer is a capital Crime ; and a 
Whifper, a Nod, a Wink, conflrued into Treafon, and punilhed as fuch ; 
,in fhort, that Chriflian Slaves are lefs horridly treated on hoard the 
Turkilh or Algerine Gallies, than Irifli Sailors on board an Englilh Ship 
.of War. 

Oh ! had thefe Slaves the fame Opportunities as yourfelves ; were 
they as you are, in the Hour of Battle, fupplied with Arms to fight their 
Opponents, how eager, how unanimoufly, would they not turn them 
agalnfl their Oppreffors? that fuch an Occafioii mayolfer is their hourly 

Wilh, and their mofl fervent Prayer to Heaven And you, brave Irifli 

Sailors, you, whofe Sufferings cannot be paralleled but by thofe of your 
Countrymen at Home, you tamely fubmit to fuch Ufage, whilll you have 
it fo much in your Power to avenge your Injuries and theirs ! How'ever 
clofely watched by your Keepers, the Day of Battle is at leafl; your own.; 
then are you Mailers, then do you difpenfe Viftory or Difgrace.— Your 
Numbers are by far the greatefl ; many of your Englilh and Scotch 
Comrades, zealous Patriots, and not lefs difeontented than you, are 
ready to join you. 1 he very Spies laid over you, feeing you unani - 
_mous, would readily take your Part ; every Man on board the Ship 
L you 
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you are engaged with would fight for you j and you know that In the 
Heat of Action, even I'en firm and decided Men would caufe fuch 
Confufion on board a Ship, as to render her an eafy Capture, and thereby 
a Deliverance to yourfelves. The Central Committee, in their Pro- 
clamation of lafl; Year, fummoned you, as well as all other Irilhmen in 
the Britifii Service, to quit that Service as foon as poffibie, and repair 
to the Defence of their Native Country, under Pain ot being excluded 
from thence for ever as Traitors. This Summons, as foon as it reached 
France, induced moll of the Irilhmen refiding there, or who fled thither 
for Refuge, to flock to the Sea Ports, in order to embark for Ireland. 
Numbers of noble hearted and fympathifing French Patriots (hewed the 
fame Dirpoficlons : Nay, the Irifli Prifoners of War, though they had the 
Certainty of being foon exchanged, refufed it, preferring the. perilous 
Honour of aflifting their Country in her Emancipation ; and none re- 
mained behind, but fome degenerate daftardly Fellows, whom their 
Comrades have excluded from the Honour of (haring in the glorious 
Conteft. 

As the Central Committee has (Irong Reafons to fufpedt both from 
your Inaction, and the well-known Vigilance of your Keepers, that the 
faid Proclamation has not reached you j and confident that from theMea- 
fures they have taken, the prefent Addrefs will be more fuccefsful, they 
here foleinnly renew the Engagements they then entered into with the 
Jrifh Sailors in the Brid(h Navy, in the N;:me of the !ri(h Nation; 
folemnly pledging her Faith and Loyalty for the full Execution of the 
fame; viz. i. 'I hat all Irilh Sailors returning to ailifi their Mother 
Country, in her glorious Conflidt for Liberty, (liall, on their Arrival, re- 
ceive the full Amount of whatever Sums may be lawfully due to them by 
the BritKh Government ; 2. That they (hall have a Share proportioned 
to their Services in the Divifion of all Church and College Lands, and 
other forfeited Eftates, which Divifion is to take place immediately after 
the Revolution, each Man’s Share noclefs than Two Acres ; 5. That 
whatever BritKh Ships, either of War or otherwife, they bring into any 
of the friendly Ports of Ireland, (hjll be, without Delay, fold or appraifed, 
and the A nount thereof fairly diftributed to the Captors. Furthermore, 
the Committee is authorized to guarantee the fame Condition for all Prizes 
of a fimilar Nature brought into the Pons of France, Spain, Holland, 
and the Republics allied to France ; 4 'rhat for their glorious Exertions 
in creating at once a formidable Navy for their Country, they (hall be 
promoted each Man according to- his Merit and Abilities, to Ranks and 
Offices in the fame. 

Thus 
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Thus ■will you, brave Irifli Sailors, be no longer doomed to fight. for 
your merdlefs lafkmafters, but reap the Glory and Fortune for your- 
felves ; and after having fo ftrenuoufly contributed to aflift your Country 
in ranking once more amongfl the Powers of Europe, will you alfo fpread 
her Fame all over the watry Surface, and make both Poles refound with 
the Exploits of the irifli Navy. 



Appendix (N. No. i.) 



The EXAMINATION of Charles Montague Ormsby, 
Efquire. 



^ERE you employed in the Capacity of Judge Advocate in the 
County of Limerick, during tlie lace Diflurbances ? 

I was. — Towards the latter End of September l'*ft. Colonel Little- 
hales fent for me, and informed me that the Lord Lieutenant had been 
unanimoufly addrefled while there by the Gentlemen o' the County, re- 
queuing in the Itrongefl: Terms that Courts Martial fiiould be held 
there, with ample Powers to put down the Syfiem of Rebellion, Murder, 
Burning, Flogging, and Outrage, which had lately overfpread the Whole 
of the County; and that a Profeflional Gentleman fliould be fent there 
to aflift at thofe Courts Martial, in order to arrange and expedite their 
Proceedings. Colonel Littlehales then told me, that His Excellency 
having minutely inquired into the State of the County, had complied with 
their Requeft; and that he had been pleafed to, feledl me as a proper Per_ 
fon to undertake the Condudt of thofe Trials. Being furniflied with 
ample Inftructions, I proceeded to Limerick. 



In what State did you find the County ? 

On my Arrival there, Sir James Duff, who commands the Diftri^t, 
put into my Hands a very few Informations, and at the fame Time told 
me, that not a Night pafled without the moft dreadful Outrages being 
perpetrated upon the Perfons and Property of the peaceable and loyal in 
his Diftridt, although he had ftationed the Troops under his Command 
in fuch Manner, that he believed no Man in the County lived Four Miles 
diftant from a Party of the Array. In order to attain a general Know- 
ledge of the State of the County, and with a View of afcertaining whe- 
ther 
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fher tliefe Outrages wete coniinitted by a Handful of active Villains, or 
tbat a general Syllem of Difaffcaion prevailed, I wrote circular Letters 
to all the Magillrates, requelHng that they would give me the earlreft In- 
formation of airy Outrage committed in the Neighbourhood, and whether 
they had or had not -any- Means of coming to the iCnowIedge of the Per- 
petrators. — Letters for fome Time poured in upon me from the Ma- 
gillrates, in almoft the Whole of which, the Outrages were ftated by the 
Sufferers to have been committed by Strangers. — Orders were put up upon 
the Chapel Doors, figned Captain Slalhei -or Captain Doe, or by feme 
other eaitious Name, and whoever in the Farifli dared to difobey them, 
were fure of having their Houfes deftroyed, and of being dogged in the 
mofl: cruel Manner.— Thefe Orders generally went to prevent any Perfon 
giving a greater Price for Land .when out. of Leafe, than was paid by the 
former Tenant — to regulate the Price of Provifions of all Kinds to 
prevent Dairy Men from making more than a certain C^antity of Butter, 
in order that the Price of Milk might not be enhanced— to limit the Rent 
of Potatoe Ground, which is generally let from Year to Year, and to 
direa -the Vengeance of all Men againft Clergymen and Tythe Prodors : 
—Thefe Papers generally concluded with fomething encouraging to all 
loyal United Men ; fuch as, that the French would fhortly land, together 
with Affiarances that all thefe favoured objeas would then be carried 
into- Effea t— Thefe Orders were addreffed to the Middling and Lower 
Ranks-, who we-re pun-i-f-hed, as before ftated, for Difobedience ; but the 
Upper Rawk-s and Gentry found themfelves in perfea Security— this 
produced an -Apathy and Unwillingnefs to a 3 in the Upper Claffes, the 
bad Confequences of which, and the Degree of Encouragement which it 
gave to the difaifeaed, need not be ftated.— I found about Thirty Prifoners, 
charged with the Offences above named, in the Goal of Limerick, and 
fcarcely in any one Inft-ance a direa or fair Information made againft 
•them, -on which I could bring them to Trial.— I quickly perceived,, that 
4ny only -Means of coming to the -Bottom of this Syftem, was, by In- 
formers.— In many Intlances, the Perfons flogged, were really igno.rai-it 
of the Perpetrators, as they were in the Habit of taking Horfes .and rid- 
ing a cpnliderabie Diflance for this Purpofe j b-jt I was confeious that, 
in many Intlances, the Sufferers mull have known the Perpetrators, but 
The Syftem of Terror was fo complete, that in fcarce any Inftance would 
the unfortunate Perfon flagged make an Information.— In the Parifh of 
'Sollyhet, 20 or 30 refpe£lable Fanners waited on the Commanding 
Officer, and Cold him that they would bring him to the Houfes of, and 
make Prifoners of the Heads of the United Men who flogged and go- 
verned their Paiifll as they pleafed ; — Accordingly that Night Eleven 

Men, 
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Men, none of them of the loweft Order of People, were made Prifoners — 
Dpon Sir James Duff being acquainted with the FaS, it appeared 
of fo much Confequence, that he lent Notices to the Magiftrates and 
Gentlemen in the Neighbourhood of Sollyhet, that he and I would attend 
there on the following Day but one, in order to take the Informations of 
the Farmers againlt the Prifoners. — Sir James Duff alfo fent Word to the 
Commanding Officer, to defire all thofe Farmers to meet us. — We ac. 
cordingly proceeded there (a Diftance of 17 Miles from Limerick) but 
the Farmers, and almoft all the People flogged or otherwife injured by 
the Prifoners, had abfeonded. — Some Perfons, lately flogged in that 
Neighbourhood, were brought before us by Force; they would make 
no Information whatever againft any Individual ; — the Prifoners were 
however brought to Limerick Gaol, raoft; of whom were afterwards tried 
and convifled of Felonies and Murders.— One of the Perfons, by 
the Name of Connors, flogged a few Days before by this Gang, was 
attended by Two Phyficians, who told him that he could not furvive 24 
Hours : Under thofe Circumllances he received the Sacrament, and made 
an Information before Two Magillrates, and expired Diortly afterwards. — 
On this Information, with fome collateral Evidence, Three of thefe Men 
were conviSed, and buffered Death at Sollyhet. — Two of the Men who 
fuffered, of the Name of Roche, were Sons of a very wealthy Farmer, at 
whofe Houfe Committees of United Men were conllantly held, and under 
the Orders of thofe Committees thefe unfortunate Men atled. — I Ihortly 
began to attain, through the Means of Informers, a pretty accurate 
Knowledge of this Syftem, and had Information on Oath againft upwards 
of 300 People for various ASs of Treafon, Rebellion, and Murder. — 

The Upper Committees, who gave out Orders, generally confifted of 

Nine Perfons. Thefe Committees tried Perfons of all Defcriptions for 
various Offences — ^Their Sentence was generally Death. In lome In- 
llances their Orders for Affaffination were counterftgned by a Man called 
General Clarke, who had been educated for an Irilh Prieft, but who is 
how fuppofed to be an Officer in the French Service, and is a well-known 
Rebel General. — As this Man travelled a great deal, fometimes he did 
not counterfign the Orders of thofe Committees — They were neverthelefs 
carried into Execution. — When thefe Committees condemned any one to 
die the Mode of carrying their Sentence into Execution was generally 
at the fame Time determined on ; which was, by ordering a fufficient 
Number of Perfons from diftant Parts of the County to allcmble at a 
given Time and Place, to carry the Sentence into Execution. In fliort, 
I found the Lives and Properties, and the general Government of the 
County, in the Hands of thofe Committees.— The Members of thofe 
M Committees 
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Committees had been all previoufly elected Captains or Colonels of Re- 
bels. — They had no ftated Time or Place of Meeting. Generally met 
on a Sunday, at the Houfe of fome innocent Publican, who was unfufpi- 

cious of their Defign. After fome Trials of inferior Importance, I 

was enabled to proceed, with a moral Certainty of their ConvidUon, againft 
Three Members of one of the moil afl-ive Committees in the County. — 
Their Chairman- had fled, and eftabliflied himfelf in his Bufmefs, as a 
Shoemaker, at Carrick-on-Suir. He was there arrefled, in confequence 
of Information I had received. On his Route to Limerick he attempted 
to efcape from the Efcort, who fired after him and killed him, — The Three 
Men alluded to, one of them a Steward to a Gentleman of confequence 
in the County, the other Two, Farmers and in Yeomanry Corps, were 
brought to Trial upon a Charge of confplring the Death of Two Men of 
the Name of Shedy (who were accordingly murdered). Thefe Prifoners 
were convifted upon the mofl fatisfaftory Evidence, and fuffered Death. 
Their Punifliment produced the beft Effect in re-eflablifliing the Peace 
of the County, and feemed to have difcomfited the United Men in a 
Degree that could fcarcely be hoped for. — The greatefl; Exertion had 
been previoufly making to prepare People in the County of Limerick for 
the Reception of a French Force, by Means of the Syftem of Terror 
above alluded to, and by the Rewards and Advantages held out by thofe 
Committees to their faithful Subjedts, and the cruel Punifhments inflicted 
on the Loyal. Wherever they found peaceable and well-condu6ted 
People, even of the very loweft Order, they had them flogged, and fworn 
to fell their Provifions, fuch as Potatoes, Butter, Milk, &c. to the firft 
Comers, at lefs than One Third of the Market Price. 

The flogging Parties would go through a well affected Parilh, and flog 
from Fifteen to Twenty Perfons of a Night. Regularly at Day-light 
Purchafers came, between whom and the wretched Sufferers not a Word 
paffed; they received the Price fixed by the flogging Party, not daring to 
renionrtrate, and, perhaps, that fame Day obliged to buy the fame Articles 
in the open Market at more than Three Times the Price they had ibid 
them, for the Support of their Families. Thefe Means would have been 
probably found fufficiently efficacious to attain the Object of the United 
Men, had they not received a Check by the Difeomfiture of their moll 
aftive Committee, and of a few others of the principal Traitors in the 
County. — ^There is no Fad above ftated but of which I had Information 
on Oath. 

In what Mode were the Trials conduded at which you aded as Judge 
Advocate? 

When 
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When I found myfelf enabled by clear and fufficient Evidence, to 
proceed againft Perfons whom I thought proper Objeds of Punifhment, 
I fent the Prifoners a Copy of their Chargej mentioning, that they- would 
•be tried on a given Day for the Offence therein named, and defiring that 
if that Day did not fuit them, to name the Day on which they would be 
ready, fupplying them alfo with Summonfes ; and undertaking, if the Pri- 
foners were not able, to have thofe Summonfes ferved myfelf. On the 
appointed Day, the Prefident and Members of the Court were fworn, the 
-Prifoners were arraigned and pleaded, the Witnefles of the Crov/n were 
fworn and examined in chief by me. The ftrifteft Rules of Evidence, on 
the Part of the Profecution, were uniformly adhered to, the WitnelTes for 
the Crown were then crofs-examined by the Counfel for the Prifoners 
who in almoft every Inflance employed from One to Three Counfel.— 

• The Evidence for the Crown being clofed, the Prifoners were put on 
their Defence, their WitnefTes feverally fworn and examined, and crofs- 
examined by me ; the Members of the Court afldng, from Time to Time, 
fuch Queftions as might feem to them neceflary to fatisfy their Minds, 
Legal Evidence was alfo required on the Part of the Prifoners j at the fame 
Time that Papers, fuch as Letters, Charafters, &c. produced by the Pri- 
foners, though not admitted as Part, were always annexed to the Pro- 
ceedings for the Information of His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant. 
When the Prifoners had no more Witnefles to examine, and had faid 
every Thing they could urge in their Defence, the Court was cleared, and 
the Opinion of the Members taken. The Sentence of the Court was 
figned by the Prefident, and counterfigned by me, and fent to His Excel- 

■ lency the Lord Lieutenant. It is to be obferved, that wherever a Shadow 

■ of Doubt in Favour of the Prifoners on any Point of Evidence, appeared 
either to the Counfel or to myfelf, I requefted the Proceedings might, 
before a Warrant was granted on them, be referred to the Law Officers 
which Requefl: I have Reafon to know was in every Inflance complied 
with by His Excellency. 

Confining the Court ftriftly to legal Evidence, alfo taking into Con- 
fideration other Circumftances, what do you hold to be the Advantages, 
in reftoiing Peace to the Country, of thefe Trials before Courts Martial, 
over the ordinary Trials at the Aflizes andSefTions? 

The Prifoner before the Courts Martial was deprived of all formal 
Objedtion to the Charge, and of all thofe Objedtlons in Point of Form, 
which in fo many Inflances, before the ordinary Courts of Juflice, he is 
enabled to avail himfelf of, and to obtain his Dzfcharge, though fub- 
ftantially Guilty. — He was tried immediately after the Perpetration of 
2 the 
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the Crimes committea— a Court was always open for the immediate 
Pumlhment of ABs of Treafon and Rebellion, by which Means there 
was no Time for murdering or tampering with the Informants. The 
Prifoner having named the Day on which he Ihould be tried, the common 
PraSice of putting off Trials by Affidavit was cut up ; and I look upon 
it, that in the State the County of Limerick was in, had the Prifoners 
been enabled, as they would before the Judges, to delay their Trials by 
an Affidavit, containing the proper RequifiteS for fo doing, that even 
their Conviflions before Courts Martial would have been rendered int- 
pradicable, either through the Terror of the Witneffes for the Profecu- 
tion, or by Means of Bribery, a Mode reforted to, whenever it was pof- 
Tible, by the United Men in Limerick, who were amply fuppplied with 
Money.— Though there were but Ten Executions during my Stay in 
Limerick, for Three Months, the Terror infufed by them into the Dif- 
loyal, and the Confidence into the Loyal, was manifeftcd in the ftiongell 
Light.— Eleven Corps of Yeomanry had been on permanent Duty lit 
the Couhty fince 17-98. Sir James Duff, before I left it. Was enabled, 
from the reftored Tranquillity of the County, to put Nine of them^ off 
Pay and Duty.— I never proceeded to Trial without a moral Certainty 
of the Conviaion of the Prifoners— thofe whom I thought mull have 
been acquitted for Deficiency of Evidence, I took upon myfelf the Merit 
of admitting to Bail, fo that there being no Acquittals, the Court became 
a real Objea of Terror to all Offenders.— I believe I can take upon me 
to fay, that if the Judges had come into the Town, and remained there 
the ufual Time (a Week) not a fingle Trial brought to Conclnfion by 
me, could have been proceeded in for Want of Evidence— the Magi- 
llra'tes had few or no Informations to return— the common Approvers 
that I found in Limerick, would, if uncorroborated, not have obtained 
Credit on their Oaths, nor in ffiort was there any Defeription of Perfons 
in the County whofe Bufinefs or Inclination it would be to bring forward 
effectual Profecutions before the Judges. Latterly, when a little Spirit 
began to be infufed in the Breafts of the Loyal, Ptofecutors appeared 
and laid Informations, but generally were afraid, and averfe to follow 
them up when the Trial came on.— If thefe Informants had been allowed 
to return Home after making their Informations, the moil remote Expec- 
tation of their coming forward to give Evidence could not be formed. 

The Advantages of Martial Law in a Dillria fo completely dif- 
turbed as that of Limerick, operate as well in preventing, as in thefpeedy 
tunilliment of Crimes— For Inltance, an Order was given out by Sir 
James Duff, that any Perfons found out of their Houfes without being 

able 
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able to give fufEcIent Reafon for it, after Nine o’Ciock- at Night, (hould 
be tried by Court Martial and punilhed. Eight or Ten were tried and con- 
victed for Difobedience of this Order, but in every Initance their Panifh- 
meric was forgiven^ — the good EffeCts of this Mdafure in preventing Nightly 
Meetings, were manifeft — it threw Difficulties in the Way of the Com- 
manders of the Rebels to affemble their People — the P.;troies fearched 
fufpected Houfes late at Night, and if the Men belonging to them were 
not in their Beds, they were, on their Return I-Iome, unlefs they could 

fatisfaccorily account for their Abfence, made Prifoners. Before my 

leaving Limerick, I had Information on Oath againfl upwards of 300 
Perfons for Murders, Floggings, and all thofe other Outrages which pre- 
vailed in the County — 108 of whom were made Prifoners during my 
Stay, of which Number 12 W'ere capitally convicted, of whom lo'were 
executed — I cannot be precife as to the Number tranfported — I don’t 
think they exceeded 20 — fome of thefe were alfo flogged by Sentence of 
the Courts — four or five were flogged and not tranfported, and fent Home 
to their Friends. Of the Remainder, fome few voluntarily enlifted for 
general Service, and great Numbers were admitted to bail — a very few 
remained in the Gaol at Limerick, whom I judged not fit on any Account 
to let loofe on the Public, though I could never bring them to an effectual 

Trial. Not having any Papers with me, I cannot venture to fiate 

Numbers accurately. Had Commiffions of Oyer and Terminer been 

perpetually fitting at Limirick, during the Time I was there, the Propor- 
tion of Acquittals to any Convidions that might have been had, would 
have been fo great as to have been a Matter of Triumph to the Caufe 
of Rebellion, inftead of a Means of effectually putting it down, which 
the Court Martial proved itfelf to be. 




Appendix (N, N® 2.) 



The EXAMINATION of Captain James Bloomfield, 
of the Royal Horfe Artillery. 

J N what Capacity did you aCt in Ireland during the lafl Year? 

As Affiftant Quarter-Mafter-General in the Southern DiftriCt. 

Was the County of Limerick included in that Diftrid ? 

Yes, it was. 

N Did 
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Did your Situation enable you to acquire any 'Knowledge of the Out- 
rages that were committed in the Southern Dillrift, but more particularly 
at Limerick and 'i'ipperary? 

During the Abfence of General Lake from the Diftri.ft, I had Per- 
mlffion to go to my own Houfe at the Village of Newport, in the County 
of Tipperary, very near to the Bounds of Limerick — this afforded mean 
Opportunity of afeertaining a Variety of i^latter .concerning that Neigh- 
bourhood. — In the Year 1798, the Syftem of fwearing had extended into 
that Paridi as in other Parts of Ireland ; — and at the Time that the Sheriff 
of Tipperary went round the Country, feveral Thoufands of Pikes were 
colledted in that Village and Neighbourhood. — Previous to this Period, 
they had come down in Parties, as was dated, in a Body of 200, and had 
robbed mod of the Gentlemen within Half a Mile of my Houfe of their 
Arms, publicly declaring that they would complete that Neighbourhood 
the following Night. — In the Autumn 1800, frefh Outrages were com- 
mitted in the Neighbourhood of Newport, by Perfons coming difguifed 
to the Houfes of thofe Farmers, who were fuppofed to have any Stock of 
Potatoes, requiring them, on the Obligation of an Oath, and the Fear of 
being flogged, to fell their Potatoes to the fird Perfons who fhould come 
for them, at Seven Shillings the Barrel, when the Market Price was 
£. 1 . 1 1 j. 6 or more. — This was followed by Perfons coming before 
Day light in many Indances, but in all before 12 o’CIock the next Day, 
and buying the Potatoes at fuch a Price. — I had Information on Oath 
from one of my own Tenants, who had been obliged to fell his Potatoes 
at Seven Shillings the Barrel to a Neighbour, from whom he purchafed 
Potatoes the fame Day at Two Guineas the Barrel. — None of thefe De- 
predations were committed on Perfons who had Abundance, or a Surplus 
of Potatoes. 

Was the Information of the taflbs of Flogging, and purchafing at re- 
duced Prices, verified on Oath ? 

Yes. 

Were the Parties who flogged, or thofe who came for the Potatoes, 
fpecified on Oath ? 

The Parties who flogged were not fpecified on Oath— thofe who 
came and purchafed Potatoes at reduced Prices were. 

Did the Perfons concerned in thefe Outrages, fhew any general hodile 
Views againd the Government ? 

I don’t believe the principal Confpirators were concerned in this Aft 
of Violence, but rather believe it became the Praftice from fimilar Out- 
'' ' ’ rages 
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rages having been committed in the County of Limerick, although the 
Perfons who flogged generally obferved, that there would be foon other 
RuIers^This Information I had upon Oath from fome of the Perfons 
flogged. 

Did they exprefs any Hope of French Afliftance ? 

I confidered their Expectation of “ other Rulers,” a Hope ofFrench 
Invafion. 

Did there appear Reafon to believe there was a Concert between thofe 
who flogged, and thofe who came for Potatoes ? 

In many Inftances I am fatisfied the Perfons who came for Potatoes 
were privy to the Flogging, if not prefent, as it appeared upon the Oath 
of thofe flogged, that fome Perfons came for Potatoes before Daylight, 
and in an Hour after the Punilhment had been inflicted. 



Appendix (O.) 

EXTRACT from a Letter written by a Magiftrate to the General 
of the DiftriCt. 

April 13th, i8or. 

[ 3 perfeveres in legiflating for itfelf, and in enforcing Obe- 

dience to its own Laws; any effectual Step taken to quiet that Place, would 
render the Country mofl: effendal Service, and would deftroy the mofl: 
fertile Nurfery for Rebellion in the Province. 



Appendix (P.) 



REPRESENTATION of Juftices — Barony of 
County of , 



——April i8or. 

WE. the underfigned Magiftrates, refident in the Barony of 

are of Opinion Cfrom the many Outrages committed in our Neigh- 
bourhood by killing Cattle in the Night) that unlefs fome effectual Steps 

arc 
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are takea to deter Offenders from the like Praaices, by levying the Value 
of fuch Cattle on the Parilh or Barony where the Offence may be com= 
mitted, the moll dreadful Confequences are likely to eufue to the Coumry; 
and we are further of Opinion, that though no adual Rifing took Place at 
the Time of the aforefaid Depredations, yet we are convinced ihat thefe 
Praaices are conneaed with the Rebellion which fo lately prevailed in the 
Country. 

Signed by Seven Names. 



Appendix (Q^.) 

IN the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft. Amen. 
r? 7 ' Virlue of my Oath, I will from henceforth join, in the moll aftive 
^ Manner, The United Iriihmen, as far as the Strength, Power, and 
Exertions of an Individual, with the firm Refolution to deprefs that Ty- 
ranny which we at prefent labour under. 

By Virtue of my Oath, I will, with the Spirit of a true-born Irllhman, 
when fummoned or called upon, aid and aifiil in whatever Plan the main. 
Body or Conduaors of the United Iriihmen may think moft conducive 
or advifeable, in banillitng from our Ifie the followers of Luther and 
Calvin, or any Branch belonging to them, fo as to make us free-born 
Sons, as our Forefathers were, and to breathe once more in a free 
Country. 

By Virtue of my Oath, If the French Ihould make their Landing in any 
Part of this Kingdom, with an Intent of forcing it from the Hands of thofe 
Tyrants who at prefent moil idly and wantonly live on the Sweets of it, 
while the true born Sons of Milifeans are made to groan under Loads of 
deprefiive Grievances, I will, by the Ihorteft Notice imaginable, turn out, 
aid, and afiift them in completing their Defign, overturning the Britifii 
ConlHtution, deftroying any Subjefl or Wellwifher belonging to it, and 
in their Place to plant the Tree of Liberty in every Quarter of the 
Country. 

By Virtue of my Oath, If I Ihould be furpefbed or taken between my 
commencing in this true Caufe of Liberty and feeing it completed, I 
will keep a llria Secrecy, and will die, before I give the Name of any 
Individual, or. give Evidence againft any Perfon concerned in fo glorious 
a Caufe. 

The above are the Oaths to be taken by all thofe who would embrace 
this Opportunity of making themfelves a free People. 

Jan. 24th, 1801. 
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Appendix (R.) 

E]CTRACT of Report from a Magiftfate to the General of the 
Diftria. 

j April 6, i8ox. 

« pROMhis own Knowledge of the dlfaffeaed in this Neighbourhood, 
takes the Liberty of offering his own Opinion, that nothing but 
the flrongefl Meafures of Government will be able to put down the un- 
quenched Flame of Rebellion, fo long as the Difaffeded fliall exped any 
French Aid.” 



Appendix (S.) 



EXTRACT of a Letter from the General of the Diftrid, April 6, 

1 8oi. 

March i8, i8oi. 

HOUSE in this County was broke into by near Two hundred 
- Fellows, armed and mounted, in Search of Two Prodorswho had 
been colieding Tythes, fortunately they efcaped their Fury, having de- 
parted fome Time before they arrived ; they afterwards went to the Houfc 
of. who had given Evidence, and flogged him feverely. 



Appendix (T.) 

April 30th, 1801. 

EXTRACT of a Letter from the General of the Diftrid. 

^HE People in this County, particularly in this Neighbourhood, have 
been out in fmall Parties almoft every Night, flogging Individuals, 
and fwearing them not to fell Potatoes or Milk at above a certain Price. 

They have unmercifully beat others for taking Ground that had been 
given up, and threatening them not to pay Tythes but to the Clergyman. 

The Syftem they have adopted of fwearing thefe People they punifli, 
and threatening them with Death if they difcover, has effectually put a 
Scop to our obtaining Information. 

O The 
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The Terror of thefe Proceedings has already had the Effect of prevent- 
ing thofe Perfons who profecuted on foririer Occafions', and who are Evi. 
dences againft feveral now in Confinement, from coming- forward ; .de- 
claring, that their doing fo would be attended with certain Death to 
themfdves and Families. 

I have not been able to devife any Means. of falling in with any of 
thefe nightly Parties.^The Country People .will give no .Information ; 
and the Gentlemen cannot be prevailed upon to give their Ailiftarice. 

N. B. I have ordered the County of — ■ Yeoman Corps on 

permanent Duty, as it is in their Neighbourhood where th^ People have 
been moft troublefome. 



Appendix (U.) 



EXTRACT from the Report of the General of the Diftridt, dated 
April 12, i8oi. 

'^HE Whole indicate a general Tendency to Diforder among the 
lower Claffes. • On Enquiry from fuch Individuals of them as could 
be trufted, it appears that they are generally as much inclined to Rebellion 
and Mifchief as ever. In the Month of January I received Information 

of fome Men refiding in having received Letters of a trea^ 

fonable Nature, They were apprehended j acknowledged the Purport 
of the Letters (which they confeffed having deftroyed for Fear of Detec- 
tion) but denied having concurred in them. They had all been United 

Iriflimen. The Author of the Letters was a Schoolmafter near ^ 

and a notorious Rebel, named . The Circumflances were 

reported to Government ; and I believe he made his Efcape. 

The very particular State of this County renders it extremely difficult 
to obtain Information, there being fo few Inhabitants of any Clafs whofe 
Principles were decidedly loyal, or who had not contiibuted in fome De- 
gree to.wardS promoting Rebellion, although various Motives retrained 
them from appearing in it. 



Appendix (W.) 



EXTRACT of a Letter from a Magiftrate, dated April 4, i8oi. 
^HERE have not been any Murders committed, or any Fire Arms 
taken away in my Neighbourhood fihce the Firft of September, that 
I know of i and I am ftrongly of Opinion, that many of the Robberies 

that 
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that have been committed, have arifen from the melancholy Situation 
in which the lower Orders of the People are now in, arifing from the 
long continued, high Price of Provifions, and the low Price of Labour. 
If, however, my Lord Lieutenant’s Enquiries upon this Subjedl, fhpuid 
ultimately tend to the Expediency of continuing this Country under 
Martial Law, I fliould have no Difficulty in giving my Suffrage for the 
Continuance of that Meafure ; and if it ffiould be ftaced, in Oppofitioij 
to my Opinion, that there were upwards of Twenty Capital Convictions 
at the late Affizes in this , County, before the going Judge, I Ihould; 
anfwer, that no Juries would, in my Opinion, have given the Verdifts 
they did, but for the Protedion that the Individuals compofmg thofe 
Juries felt they had, from the Energy of the' Government under the 
Syftem of Martial Law. 




Appendix (X.) 



EXTRACT of a Letter from a Magiftrate, dated April ii, i8oi. 

J THINK it my Duty to mention to you, that about Three Weeks 
ago, got Information that there are new Affociations forming in the 
Country, by thofe who formerly went under the Name of “ Defenders,” 
and now ftile themfelves “ Finijh Alls’* 



Appendix (Y.) 



INFORMATION ON OATH. 

April 7, i8of. 

^HE Informations of of in the Pariffi of 

in the Barony of — in faid County, who being duly fworn 

on the Holy Evangelifts, and examined, faith, .That for thefc Twelve 

Month's paft, the Barony of has been infefted with a Banditti 

of Men in Arms under the Command of and the 

former being a'Rebel Commander, and the latter a Deferter 

that the faid — and have completely got Poffeffion of 

the faid Barony and its Vicinity, go publickly through the fame in Arms, 
have regular Picqucts by Day, and frequently affemble their Men, which, 

according 
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according to the befl: of Examinant’s Opinion, now confift of near Fifty, 
•who regularly exercife and march to the Sound of a Horn j they commit 
every Degree of Outrage and Excefs, and declare their Intention of keep- 
ing out in Arms until an Opportunity may offer of a general Rifing, in 
order to overturn the King and his Government : Saith, The Inhabitants of 
the entire Barony and its Vicinity, are become entirely tributary to faid 
Banditti, on whom every Degree of Cruelty is committed, and the Whole 
of faid Barony would be obliged to rife In Cafe of any future Infurredtion. 
Saith, That on Account of Examinant’s refufing to harbour or countenance 

the faid Banditti, his Houfe at aforefaid was raalicioufly fet on 

Fire by a Party of faid Banditti on the Night of the Day of 

December laft, and the fame, together •with Furniture, confumed, — That 
faid Banditti have fliot fundry Perfons of late, whom they conceived were 
not true to them, as well as burning Houfes of thofe they do not like, and 
now keep Hounds and regularly go out a Hunting ; and is convinced 
faid Party would entirely run over the whole Country, but from the dif- 
ferent Military Pofts that are placed around the faid Barony. 



Appendix (Z. No. i.) 



EXTRACT of a Report from a General Officer. 

April 14, 1801. 

|N making my cuiloraary Report on the State of the Diftri<S under my 
Superintendance, I am to repeat my AiTurances, that with refpefl; to the 
Public Mind, it is at this Time as ill difpofed, if no-t more fo than I have 
ever yet known it to be. The Troops are fo dillributed, as to keep the 
Country too much in Awe for any Thing ferious to break out under our 
prefent Circumftances, and in outward Appearance it is perfeflly tranquil; 
but I am fully perfuaded, that the Tranquillity is folely to be attributed to 
the Prefence of the Military, and that in the Event of their being reduced 
or withdrawn, good Order and Obedience to the Laws would ceafe. 

The Spirit of Rebellion, and Expectation of Invafion, ftill operates fo 
powerfully amongft the lower Orders, that they are in conftant Agitation, 
and now hold their various Nightly Meetings in the Fields. 

In Proof of which I have the Honour to inclofe to you a Report which 
I received lail Week, from a Perfon on whom I greatly rely for Intelli. 
gence ; I have on fo many Occafions experienced the Correftnefs of his 

Information, 
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Information, that I fully believe the Report he now fends me, and which 
is indeed feongly corroborated from other lefs diftinft Accounts which I 
had received. 



Appendix (X. 2.) 



April 2d, i8oo. 

J WENT over to on Sunday lafl:, and was at a Meeting in 

the , It. was that commands the Men there ; 

there were One hundred and feventy Men met there; they all had long 
Poles, but no Pikes, learning their Exercife— there were an Hundred 
Men fixed Three Deep, the Rear Rank had their Poles a Foot longer 
than the Front or Middle Rank— thofe Three Ranks went on their 
Knees as if the Horfe was making a Charge, and then if Horfe broke 
through their Ranks, there was then the Seventy-four with their Guns 
to fire at them ; then they that were on their Knees were to make a 
Charge back on the Florfe, and kill them. 



i^ppendix (A. A.) 

EXTRACT from Mr. King’s Report, 8th April i8oi. 

Wicklow. IT® outllanding Rebels upon the Eftablllhment of the Mi- 
litary Pofts in the Mountains, in July laft, broke into fe- 
veral Parties, who, however. Hill keep up a Communication with each 
other, and frequently join and fame Times change Places. The Number 
of Robberies committed by them during the laft Winter is inconceivable, 
but very few Perfons had Fortitude enough to give any Information be- 
fore a Magillrate ; this was chiefly owing to the Murder of Four Witiieflis 
m the latter End of 1799, and Beginning of 1800; all of whom were 
foot by the Rebels, on Account of their having given Evidence againil 
fome of their Party. ° 

If the Purpofe of the prefent Inquiry is defigned to afcertaln how fir 
the Spirit of Sedition and Rebellion is quelled, the following Circum- 
fance will, m my Opinion, clear up that Point, perhaps better than any 
Murder or Robbery. In the latter End of 1798, Hugh Byrne alias 
Vefty, went off from Rathdrum, with feveral Leitrim Deferters, and 
^ joined 
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joined Dwyer, who !s his Coufin German. Hugh Byrne committed 
many atrocious Aaions, and being taken in 1799, was tried before the 
Court Martial in Wicklow, and fentenced to be hanged ; before the 
Confirmation of the Sentence came down, Byrne made his Efcape, and 
immediately rejoined his Coufin Dwyer, with whom he has remained- 
ever fmce as his chief confidential Friend, murdering and robbing in 
all Quarters. In January lad, Michael Byrne, Brother to Hugh, and 
who lived juft by me as a Servant, committed a Rape upon a Child of 
little more than Twelve Years old, for which he was tried at the laft 
Affizes, and fentenced to be hanged ; an Application was immediately 
made to me by the Sider and other Friends of Byrne, to know whether 
if Hugh, the outftanding Rebel, would furrender himfelf, there would 
be any Probability of faving the Life of Michael, both being willing to 
fubmit to Tranfportation for Life, I anfwered, that all I could do, when 
I was affured that Hugh was willing to furrender, would be to reprefent 
to His Excellency the State of the Cafe, and that from the merciful Dif- 
pofiticn of His Excellency, I thought it not unlikely he would pardon 
both the Brothers, on Condition of Tranfportation, but that I would not 
ftir until I was affured Hugh would furrender, The Father and Sifter 
went off in great Spirits, and after Three Days returned, faying they 
could not find Hugh ; however, I knew the contrary, he being for thefe 
Three Days in Glenmalur, juft by his Father’s, and I know that he ab- 
folutely refufed to furrender, though it might poffibly have faved the 
Lives of himfelf and his Brother, well aware that he himfelf cannot efcape 
a violent Death, but by an entire Overthrow of the Government ; an 
Idea which is kept up with great Affiduity by feme leading Perfons in 
Dublin, who frequently fend Meffengers to Dwyer, who, in cafe of 
new Difturbances, would be a rallying Point for the Seditious to gather 
ypurid. 
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